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INTERNATIONAL / WORLD NEWS  

 

India re-elected to UN Human Rights Council 
Á India has been re-elected to the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) for a sixth term on October 14, 2021, 

with an overwhelming majority. 

Á The new three-year term of India will be effective from January 2022 to December 2024. India received 184 votes of 

the 193 votes cast in the election. 

Á United Nations Human Rights Council founded in 15 March 2006 (Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland). 

 

ñJoint Sea 2021ò  

Á Joint naval exercises between Russia and China held at Russiaôs Peter the Great Gulf, in the Sea of Japan. 

 

High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People 

Á Recently, India joined the High Ambition Coalition (HAC) for Nature and People. 

Á India is the first of the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) to join the HAC. 

Á HAC is an intergovernmental group championing a global deal for nature and people that can halt the accelerating loss of 

species, and protect vital ecosystems that are the source of our economic security. It was launched in 2019 by Costa 

Rica, France and Britain . It is co-chaired by Costa Rica and France and the Ocean co-chair belongs to the United 

Kingdom. 

Á Aim : To promote an international agreement to protect at least 30% of the world's land and ocean by 2030 (Global 30×30 

target). 

 

State of emergency in Ecuador 

¶ Ecuadorôs President Guillermo Lasso has declared a 60-day state of emergency in the South American country, due to 

the rise in violent drug crimes. 

 

Barbados elects its first-ever president 

¶ Barbados has elected its first-ever president as it prepares to become a republic, removing Queen Elizabeth as head of 

state. 

¶ Dame Sandra Mason (aged  72), is set to be sworn in on 30 November, which will mark the countryôs 55th 

anniversary of independence from Britain.  

¶ Note : Barbados is located in North America continent. 

 

Nepal- India rail link  

Á First stretch of rail link between Nepal and India is ready to resume on the neighbouring countryôs first -ever broad 

gauge passenger service (Jainagar-Bijalpura-Bardibas railway project). 

 

6th Foreign Ministers Meeting of CICA : held in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan 

¶ Recently, the External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar addressed the 6th Ministerial (2021) meeting of the Conference 

on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures (CICA ) in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. 

¶ Last year, Kazakhstan assumed the chairmanship of CICA. 

¶ The 5th Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the CICA was held in Beijing in the year 2016. 

¶ About CICA : It is an intergovernmental forum aimed at strengthening regional cooperation and ensuring peace, security, 

and stability in Asia. The CICA Secretariat has been located in Almaty (Kazakhstan) since June 2006. 

 

North Korea test fired Ballistic Missile 

¶ Recently, North Korea fired a Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile (SLBM) from off its East Coast. 

¶ North Korea is barred (banned) from testing ballistic missiles and nuclear weapons under international law. 

 

Concept of óNew Quadô 

¶ Recently, the Foreign Ministers of India, the US, Israel and the UAE concluded a virtual meeting. The meeting is a 

strong manifestation of the changes in West Asian geopolitics and formation of another Quad like grouping in the 

Middle East. 

¶ Note : India, US, Australia and Japan are members of Quad which have common concerns and shared interests in 

East Asia. 

 

FATF Grey List : new updates 

¶ Recently, the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) retained Pakistan in the ógreylistô or 'increased monitoring listô. 

¶ The FATF also announced the ógrey listingô of Jordan, Mali and Turkey . 

¶ Botswana and Mauritius had been taken out of the grey list. 

¶ Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 

o It is an inter -governmental body established in 1989 during the G7 Summit in Paris. 
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o It assesses the strength of a countryôs anti-money laundering and anti-terror financing frameworks, however it 

does not go by individual cases. 

o Headquarters: Its Secretariat is located at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) headquarters in Paris. 

o Member Countries: The FATF currently has 39 members including two regional organisations - 

the European Commission and Gulf Cooperation Council. India is a member of the FATF. 

Lists under FATF:  

o Grey List : Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put 

in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist. 

o Black List : Countries known as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are put in the blacklist. 

These countries support terror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF revises the blacklist 

regularly, adding or deleting entries. Currently, Iran and Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) are 

under High-risk Jurisdiction or black list. 

¶ Sessions: The FATF Plenary is the decision making body of the FATF. It meets three times per year. 

 

Uighur Muslims 

¶ Recently, 43 countries (including USA) have signed a declaration, calling on China to ensure full respect for the rule of 

law for the Muslim Uighur community in Xinjiang. The declaration accused China of human rights violations and ethnic 

cleansing against the Uighur Muslims. 

¶ Indiaôs stand : The Indian government has maintained near silence on the Uighur crisis. 

¶ Uighur Muslims  : The Uighurs are a predominantly Muslim minority Turkic ethnic group, whose origins can be traced 

to Central and East Asia. The Uighurs are considered to be one of the 55 officially recognized ethnic minority 

communities in China. However, China recognises the community only as a regional minority and rejects that they are an 

indigenous group. Currently, the largest population of the Uighur ethnic community lives in the Xinjiang region of 

China. 

¶ A significant population of Uighurs also lives in the neighbouring Central Asian countries such as Uzbekistan, 

Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. 

¶ Xinjiang  is technically an autonomous region within China ð its largest region, rich in minerals, and sharing 

borders with eight countries, including India, Pakistan, Russia and Afghanistan. 

 

Chinaôs New Border Law 

¶ Recently, Chinaôs legislature has adopted a new border law that calls on the state and military to safeguard territory 

and ñcombat any actsò that undermine Chinaôs territorial claims. 

¶ China's Border Disputes: China has a 22,100-kilometer land border with  14 countries. It has resolved the boundary 

disputes with 12 neighbours. India and Bhutan are the two countries with which China is yet to finalise the border 

agreements. 

 

New Zealand passes climate change disclosure laws for financial firms in world first  

Á New Zealand Parliament has passed the Financial Sector (Climate-related Disclosures and Other Matters) 

Amendment Bill.  
Á With this, New Zealand has become the first country in the world to have a climate-related disclosure law in place. 

What is the purpose of the Bill? 

Á The bill requires banks, insurers, firms and investment managers to report the impacts of climate change on their 

business. 

Á The firms will :  

o -assess their own investments and also evaluate the companies they are lending money to in terms of their 

environmental impact. 

o -will disclose how they would manage climate-related risks and opportunities. 

o These disclosures will be based on standards from New Zealandôs independent accounting body, the External 
Reporting Board (XRB). 

Á These disclosures will become mandatory from beginning of Financial Year 2023. 

 

PM Modi participates 18th ASEAN-India summit virtually  

¶ Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi has attended the 18th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-India 

Summit virtually. This was the 9th ASEAN-India Summit attended by PM Modi.  

¶ The Summit was held under the chairmanship of the Sultan of Brunei. 

 

NATIONAL  

 

ñWaste to Wealthò  Portal  

¶ The government of India has launched a web portal called ñWaste to Wealthò to enhance cooperation for sustainable 

development through economy and community participation. 
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Worldôs largest Khadi National Flag hoisted in Leh, Ladakh 

¶ The worldôs largest national flag, made up of Khadi cloth, has been installed in Leh, Ladakh, on the occasion of 

the 152nd birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on October 02, 2021. 

¶ The Khadi national flag was inaugurated by Ladakh Lieutenant Governor RK Mathur . The flag is made by Khadi Dyers 

and Printers based in Mumbai which is affiliated to the Khadi Village and Industries Commission. 

¶ The tricolour is 225-feet long and 150-feet wide. It weighs around 1,000 kg. 

¶ The flag has been prepared by the 57 Engineer Regiment of the Indian Army. 

¶ The flag is the largest handwoven and handspun cotton khadi flag ever manufactured in India. 

 

Kushinagar International Airport in UP  

¶ Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Kushinagar International Airport in Uttar Pradesh. The airport has 

been built at an estimated cost of Rs. 260 crore, by the Airport Authority of India. Besides, it has the longest runway in 

Uttar Pradesh. 

¶ It will facilitate domestic & international pilgrims  to visit the Mahaparinirvanasthal of Lord Buddha in Kushinagar. 

¶ Kushinagar is the final resting place of Gautama Buddha, where he attained Mahaparinirvana after his death. The 

airport will help in boosting tourism on the Buddhist circuit. 

¶ The first international flight at the Kushinagar International Airport landed from Colombo , Sri Lanka, carrying a 

Sri Lankan delegation of over a hundred Buddhist Monks & dignitaries.  

¶ Now the number of airports handling passenger flights in Uttar Pradesh has increased to 9. 

 

Garuda App 

¶ The Election Commission of India (ECI) has launched the Garuda app for digital mapping of all polling stations, 

to ensure faster, smarter, transparent and timely completion of election work. 

¶ Through the Garuda app, Booth Level Officers (BLO) will upload photos and location information of the polling 

stations, along with data like latitude and longitude of the centre, from their registered mobile numbers. The app will also 

help in reducing the paperwork. 

 

Hanle 

Á A recent study said that the Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO)  located at Hanle near Leh in Ladakh is 

becoming one of the promising observatory sites globally. This is due to its advantages of more clear nights, minimal 

light pollution, background aerosol concentration, extremely dry atmospheric condition, and uninterrupted by monsoon. 

Á About the study 

Á Astronomers are constantly searching for ideal locations around the world to build their next big telescope based on local 

meteorological data collected over many years. Researchers led by the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (IIA), Bangalore, 

carried out a detailed study of the nighttime cloud cover fraction over 8 high altitude observatories, including three in 

India. The Indian locations include Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) in Hanle and Merak (Ladakh), 

and Devasthal (Nainital) in India. 

Á What are the key findings of the study : The researchers found that the Hanle site is as dry as the Atacama 

Desert in Chile and much drier than Devasthal in Nainital. The Hanle has around 270 clear nights in a year and is also 

one of the emerging sites for infrared and sub-mm optical astronomy. This is because water vapour absorbs 

electromagnetic signals and reduces their strength. 

Á About Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) : It is located in Hanle near Leh in Ladakh. It is operated by the Indian 

Institute of Astrophysics, Bangalore. The IAO currently hosts Telescopes such as the Himalayan Chandra Telescope, 

GROWTH-India Telescope, High Altitude Gamma Ray Telescope. 

 

Indian Space Association (ISpA) 

Á Recently, the Prime Minister has launched the Indian Space Association (ISpA) via video conferencing.  

Á ISpA will act as a single-window and independent agency on matters related to space technology. 

Á ISpA aspires to be the collective voice of the Indian Space industry. ISpA will be represented by leading domestic and 

global corporations that have advanced capabilities in space and satellite technologies. 

Á ISpA will undertake Policy Advocacy and engage with all stakeholders in the Indian Space domain, including the 

Government and its Agencies, to make India self-reliant, technologically advanced and a leading player in the space 

arena. 

Á ISpA will also work towards building global linkages for the Indian space industry to bring in critical technology and 

investments into the country to create more high skill jobs. 

 

Centre enhances powers of BSF 

¶ The Centre has issued a notification declaring the expansion of the jurisdiction of the Border Security Force(BSF). 

What does the notification say? 

¶ The Union Home Ministry has increased the powers of the Border Security Force (BSF) to arrest, search and seize within 

50 km from the international boundary in Assam, West Bengal and Punjab. Earlier, this range was 15 km. 

¶ Moreover, the border stretch under BSF in Gujarat  has been reduced to 50 km from 80 km earlier while the area 

remains the same in Rajasthan at 50 km.   
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¶ Further, such operational powers of the BSF will also be applicable to the Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir 

and Ladakh and five northeastern states of Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland and Meghalaya. But no such 

area limit has been prescribed for these states. 

¶ Note : Under Article 355, the Centre can deploy its forces to protect a state against ñexternal aggression and 

internal disturbance,ò even when the state concerned does not requisition the Centreôs assistance and is reluctant to 

receive central forces. 

 

IEA invites India to become full-time member 

¶ The International Energy Agency (IEA) has invited India, the worldôs third-largest energy consumer, to become its full-

time member. Currently, India is an associate member of IEA. 

What will happen if In dia accepts the proposal of IEA? 

¶ If India accepts the proposal of IEA, then India needs to raise its strategic oil reserves to 90 days requirement. Indiaôs 

current strategic oil reserves equal 9.5 days of its requirement. 

¶ About IEA:  It is an autonomous Intergovernmental Organisation established in 1974 in Paris, France. It has 30 member 

countries. 

¶ A candidate country to the IEA must be a member country of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD). 

 

PM launches 7 defence PSUs carved out of OFB (Corporatisation of OFB) 

¶ The Prime Minister has inaugurated seven new defence public sector undertakings(DPSUs) incorporated after the 

dissolution of the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB). 

¶ Corporatisation of OFB : its 41 factories across the country  dissolved into seven new Defence Public Sector 

Undertakings (DPSU). The newly created entities are 100% owned by the government. 

What are the seven new DPSUs? 

¶ Munitions India Limited, Armoured Vehicles Nigam Limited, Advanced Weapons and Equipment India Limited, Troop 

Comforts Limited, Yantra India Limited, India Optel Limited, and Gliders India Limited. 

¶ ( Note : The first Indian ordnance factory was set up in the year 1712 by the Dutch Company as a GunPowder Factory, 

West Bengal. HQ of OFB was in Kolkata). 

Recent steps towards Self-Reliance in Defence Sector: 

¶ Corporatisation of OFB 

¶ Revised FDI Limit: The Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) limit  in defence manufacturing under automatic route 

is raised from 49% to 74%. 

¶ Defence Industrial Corridor: The government has proposed to establish two Defence Industrial Corridors in Uttar 

Pradesh and Tamil Nadu each. 

¶ Project Management Unit (PMU): The government is expected to begin time-bound defence procurement and 

faster decision making by setting up a Project Management Unit (for contract management purposes). 

¶ The Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2020 has been unveiled. 

¶ Reduction in Defence Import Bill: The government will notify a list of weapons/platforms banned for imports 

and thus such items can only be purchased from the domestic market. 

¶ Separate budget provision for domestic capital procurement. 

 

Countryôs first óOne Healthô consortium launched by Department of Biotechnology 

¶ The Department of Biotechnology has launched a óOne Healthô consortium in a virtual mode. 

¶ One Health Consortium has been launched to carry out surveillance of important viral, bacterial, & parasitic infections of 

zoonotic and transboundary pathogens in India. 

¶ The consortium will also look into the use of existing diagnostic tests and the development of additional methodologies 

to conduct surveillance and understand the spread of emerging diseases. 

¶ Organisations under óOne Healthô Consortium : One Health Consortium comprises 27 organisations and is led by the 

DBT-National Institute of Animal Biotechnology, Hyderabad.  

What is One Health Approach? 

¶ One Health is an approach that recognises that the health of human beings is connected to the health of animals and the 

environment. Hence, it aims to design and implement programmes, policies, legislation and research in a way in which 

multiple sectors communicate and work together to achieve better public health outcomes. 

 

Geospatial Energy Map of India 

¶ Recently, NITI Aayog launched a comprehensive Geographic Information System (GIS)-based Geospatial Energy Map 

of India. 

¶ It is developed by the NITI Aayog  in collaboration with Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) with the support 

of Energy Ministries. 

¶ It provides a holistic picture of all energy resources of the country. 
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Fighting Drug menace 

¶ Recently, the Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry has recommended that the National Fund to Control Drug 

Abuse should be used to carry out de-addiction programmes, rather than just policing activities. 

¶ A proposal to decriminalise possession of small quantities of drugs, as defined in the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 

Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985, had also been sent to the Department of Revenue under the Finance Ministry.  Once it is 

approved, persons caught with small quantities of drugs for personal use can be directed to rehab, instead of being 

prosecuted and sent to jail. 

Key Points 

¶ National Fund to Control Drug:  The fund was created in accordance with a provision of the NDPS Act and had a 

nominal corpus of Rs. 23 crore.  Under the NDPS Act, the sale proceeds of any property forfeited, grants made by any 

person and institution, and income from the investments of the fund, go towards the fund.  The Act states that the fund 

would be used to combat illicit trafficking of narcotics, rehabilitating addicts, and preventing drug abuse. 

¶ Drug Addiction in India:  The menace of drug addiction has spread fast among the youth of India. 

¶ India is sandwiched between two largest Opium producing regions of the world that is the Golden triangle on one 

side and the Golden crescent on other. 

o The golden triangle area comprises Thailand, Myanmar, Vietnam and Laos. 

o The golden crescent area includes Pakistan, Afghanistan and Iran. 

 

PMôs 60-Point Action Plan 

¶ Recently, the Centre has prepared a comprehensive 60-point action plan. 

¶ The action plan is targeted at specific ministries and departments, but a closer analysis suggests they fall under broadly 

three buckets:  

o leveraging IT and technology for governance. 

o improving business climate. 

o upgrading the civil services ( Mission Karamyogi) - training of officers on various aspects of infrastructure in 

both the Centre and states, infusion of expertise and exposure to latest technologies for higher civil services.) 

 

Justice Raveendran Committee  

¶ Recently, the Supreme Court (SC) has appointed an expert committee (to be overseen by a retired apex court judge , 

Justice Raveendran Committee) in the Pegasus case. 

¶ Under the case, the Union Government is alleged to have used spyware for surveillance on private citizens. 

 

GDAM  

¶ The Union Minister of Power & New and Renewable Energy has launched the Green Day Ahead Market (GDAM). 

¶ GDAM is a marketplace that will enable electricity generation and distribution companies to buy or sell renewable 

energy through open access on a day-ahead basis. 

¶ NOTE : India is the only large electricity market in the world  to implement a Green Day Ahead Market 

(GDAM) exclusively for renewable energy. 

 

Mullaperiyar Dam  

¶ Recently, the Supreme Court has directed the Supervisory Committee to take an immediate and firm decision on 

the maximum water level that can be maintained at Mullaperiyar dam amidst torrential rains in Kerala. 

¶ The Ministry of Jal Shakti has constituted a three-member Supervisory Committee to settle the issue of Mullaperiyar dam 

between Kerala and Tamil Nadu. 

Centre of a Decades-old Dispute: 
o For Kerala, where it is situated, the dam presents a threat to lakhs living downstream, 

o For Tamil Nadu, which controls the dam, the water it provides is the lifeline of people in five districts. 

Reasons for Recent Revival of the Dispute: 

¶ Recently, heavy rains have increased water flow in Mullaperiyar dam. The excess water from Mullaperiyar can flow to 

downstream Idukki reservoir, which can lead to floods. 

¶ The SC in 2018 had agreed that the water level in the Mullaperiyar reservoir should be maintained two or three feet 

below the permissible limit of 142 feet as an immediate precaution to guard against floods or other disasters. 

¶ Mullaperiyar Dam  is located on the confluence of the Mullayar and Periyar rivers in Keralaôs Idukki district . The 

reservoir is within the Periyar Tiger Reserve. It is operated and maintained by Tamil Nadu for meeting the drinking 

water and irrigation requirements of five of its southern districts. According to a 999-year lease agreement made during 

British rule the operational rights were handed over to Tamil Nadu. 

 

Pneumococcal 13 Conjugate Vaccine  

Á Recently, the Union Health Minister has launched a nationwide expansion of Pneumococcal 13-valent Conjugate 

Vaccine (PCV) with an aim to reduce under 5 mortalities caused due to pneumonia. 

Á It was launched under the Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) as a part of óAzadi ka Amrit Mahotsavô. 

Á It was for the first time in the country  that PCV would be available for universal use. 

Á Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV): 
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o A Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine containing 13 different strains of the bacterium Streptococcus 

pneumoniae, used in children and studied in patients with impaird immune system for the prevention of 

pneumococcal disease. 

o Conjugate vaccines are made using a combination of two different components. 

Á Pneumococcal Disease: 
o About: It is a bacterial infection caused by Streptococcus pneumoniae, sometimes known as pneumococcus. 

o Symptoms: These bacteria can cause many types of illnesses, including pneumonia, which is an infection of the 

lungs. Pneumococcal bacteria are one of the most common causes of pneumonia. 

o Vulnerable Population: Children under 2 years of age, people with certain medical conditions, adults 65 years 

or older, and cigarette smokers are at the highest risk. 

o Status in India: In India, around 16% of deaths among children occur due to pneumonia. 

Á Pneumonia is contagious and can be spread through coughing or sneezing. It can also be spread through fluids, like 

blood during childbirth, or from contaminated surfaces. 

Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP): 

Á The Immunization Programme in India was introduced in 1978 as óExpanded Programme of Immunization (EPI) by the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

Á In 1985, the Programme was modified as óUniversal Immunization Programme (UIP)ô. 

Á Features: UIP prevents mortality and morbidity in children and pregnant women against 12 vaccine-preventable 

diseases.   

 

POLITY (Articles or Sections in News) 

First Sports Arbitration Centre of India  at Ahmedabad  

¶ The Union Minister of Law and Justice, Kiren Rijiju  has inaugurated the first Sports Arbitration Centre of 

India at Ahmedabad in Gujarat. 

¶ This Sports Arbitration Centre of India (SACI) will serve as an independent body to fast track disputes in the sports 

sector and serve as a mechanism to redress issues related to sports. 

 

Renunciation of Indian citizenship now simpler  

Á Context: New guidelines introduced by Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to simplify  the process of renunciation of 

citizenship for Indians who wish to do so. 

Á Some of the simplified provisions in the new guidelines include- Uploading of documents online and completion of 

the process of renunciation within 60 days. 
Á The new form also has a provision mandating the Indian citizen to indicate the reason for renouncing the citizenship 

Á The uploaded documents have to be submitted to the District Magistrate in case of citizen living in India or an 

Indian Mission abroad. The applicant will be interviewed before issuing the final certificate 

Á Also, the guidelines specify that as per the Citizenship act, 1955- ñevery minor child of that person shall thereupon 

ceases to be a citizen of Indiaò. 

Á Concern with the guidelines: The guidelines are not clear if minors would also lose citizenship if only one of the 

parents gives up her/his Indian citizenship. 

 

NGTôs Suo-Motu Powers 

Á Recently, the Supreme Court has declared the National Green Tribunalôs (NGT) position as a ñuniqueò forum endowed 

with suo motu (on its own motion or without an petition by someone) powers to take up environmental issues across the 

country. 

 

Jammu & Kashmir Public Safety Act (PSA), 1978 

¶ Ahead of the Home Ministerôs visit, around 700 people have been detained in the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir 

(J&K) and a few under the stringent Jammu & Kashmir Public Safety Act (PSA), 1978 (a preventive detention law). 

¶ About PSA: Under PSA, an individual can be detained on the basis of an executive order for a maximum of two years, 

without trial, if their act is prejudicial to the security of the State or the maintenance of public order. Detention order 

is passed either by the Divisional Commissioner or the District Magistrate. 

¶ Challenging the Detention: The only way the administrative preventive detention order can be challenged is through 

a habeas corpus petition filed by relatives of the detained person. The High Court and the Supreme Court have 

jurisdiction to hear such petitions and pass a final order seeking quashing of the PSA. The detained person does not 

have the right to move a bail application before the court, and cannot engage any lawyer to represent him or her before 

the detaining authority. 

 

National Human Rights Commission 

¶ The 28th anniversary of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) was observed on 12th October 2021. 

¶ NHRC is a watchdog of human rights in the country, i.e. the rights related to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the 

individual guaranteed by Indian Constitution or embodied in the international covenants and enforceable by courts in 

India. 
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¶ Establishment : Established on 12th October, 1993, under Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993. It 

was amended by the Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006 and Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2019 

¶ Key Members : It is a multi-member body consisting of a chairman and four members. A person who has been 

the Chief Justice of India or a judge of the Supreme Court is a chairman. 

¶ Appointment : The chairman and members are appointed by the President on the recommendations of a six-member 

committee consisting of the Prime Minister as its head, the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya 

Sabha, leaders of the Opposition in both the Houses of Parliament and the Union Home Minister. 

¶ Tenure : The chairman and members hold office for a term of three years or until they attain the age of 70 

years, whichever is earlier. 

¶ The President can remove the chairman or any member from the office under some circumstances. 

¶ Role and Function ¶ Limitation on powers 

¶ It has all the powers of a civil court  and 

its proceedings have a judicial character. 

¶ It is empowered to utilise the services of any officer or 

investigation agency of the Central government or any 

state government for the purpose of investigating 

complaints of human rights violation. 

¶ It can look into a matter within one year of its 

occurrence, i.e the Commission is not empowered to 

inquire into any matter after the expiry of one 

year from the date on which the act constituting 

violation of human rights is alleged to have been 

committed. 

 

¶ The functions of the commission are mainly 

recommendatory in nature. 

 

¶ It has no power to punish the violators of 

human rights, nor to award any relief including 

monetary relief to the victim. 

¶ It has limited role, powers and jurisdiction with 

respect to the violation of human rights by the 

members of the armed forces. 

¶ It is not empowered to act when human rights 

violations through private parties take place. 

 

 

 

ECONOMY NEWS 

 

Pandora Papers Leak 

¶ In news : There are at least 380 persons of Indian nationality in the Pandora Papers. The papers consist of as many as 12 

million documents from 14 companies in offshore tax havens with details of ownership of 29,000 offshore companies 

and Trusts.  

What are the Pandora Papers? 

¶ These are the leaked files from 14 global corporate services firms which set up about 29,000 off-the-shelf 

companies and private trusts in obscure tax jurisdictions and in countries such as Singapore, New Zealand, and the 

United States, for clients across the world. 

¶ These documents relate to the ultimate ownership of assets ósettledô (or placed) in private offshore trusts and the 

investments including cash, shareholding, and real estate properties, held by the offshore entities. 

¶ The trusts are set up in known tax havens such Samoa, Belize, Panama, and the British Virgin Islands, or in Singapore or 

New Zealand which offer relative tax advantages, or even South Dakota in the US, the biggest economy. 

What do the Pandora Papers reveal? 

¶ The Pandora Papers reveal how the rich, the famous and the notorious, set up complex multi-layered trust structures for 

estate planning, in jurisdictions which are loosely regulated for tax purposes, but characterized by air-tight secrecy laws. 

¶ The purpose for which trusts are set up are many is two-fold: 

¶ to hide their real identities and distance themselves from the offshore entities so that it becomes near impossible for the 

tax authorities to reach them and 

¶ to safeguard investments ð cash, shareholdings, real estate, art, aircraft, and yachts ð from creditors and law enforcers. 

What is a trust? 

¶ A trust can be described as a fiduciary arrangement where a third party, referred to as the trustee, holds assets on behalf 

of individuals or organizations that are to benefit from it. 

¶ It is generally used for estate planning purposes and succession planning. It helps large business families to consolidate 

their assets ð financial investments, shareholding, and real estate property. 

¶ A trust comprises three key parties: óSettlorô ð one who sets up, creates, or authors a trust; ótrusteeô ð one who holds 

the assets for the benefit of a set of people named by the ósettlorô; and óbeneficiariesô ð to whom the benefits of the 

assets are bequeathed. 

¶ A trust is not a separate legal entity, but its legal nature comes from the ótrusteeô. At times, the ósettlorô appoints a 

óprotectorô, who has the powers to supervise the trustee, and even remove the trustee and appoint a new one. 

Is setting up a trust in India, or one offshore/ outside the country, illegal? 

¶ No. 

¶ The Indian Trusts Act, 1882, gives legal basis to the concept of trusts. 

¶ While Indian laws do not see trusts as a legal person/ entity, they do recognise the trust as an obligation of the trustee to 

manage and use the assets settled in the trust for the benefit of óbeneficiariesô. 
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¶ India also recognises offshore trusts i.e., trusts set up in other tax jurisdictions. 

Why are trusts set up? 

¶ i). Maintain a degree of separation: Businesspersons set up private offshore trusts to project a degree of separation from 

their personal assets. This way, he insulates these assets from creditors. 

¶ ii). Hunt for enhanced secrecy: Offshore trusts offer enhanced secrecy to businesspersons, given their complex structures. 

The Income-Tax Department in India can get to the ultimate beneficial owners only by requesting information with the 

financial investigation agency or international tax authority in offshore jurisdictions. The exchange of information can 

take months. 

¶ iii). Avoid tax in the guise of planning: Businesspersons avoid their NRI children being taxed on income from their assets 

by transferring all the assets to a trust. The ownership of the assets rests with the trust, and the son/ daughter being only a 

óbeneficiaryô is not liable to any tax on income from the trust. 

 

Tax Inspectors Without Borders Programme 

Á Recently, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD), have launched the Tax Inspectors Without Borders (TIWB) Programme in Seychelles. 

Á India has been chosen as the Partner Administration and has provided Tax Expert for this programme. 

Á It is expected to be of 12 months duration where India aims to aid Seychelles in strengthening its tax administration 

by transferring technical know-how and skills to its tax auditors through sharing of best audit practices. It focuses 

on Transfer Pricing  cases of tourism and financial services sectors. 

 

PM MITRA Parks  

Á Recently, the Union Cabinet approved the setting up of seven Mega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel (PM 

MITRA) Parks at an outlay of Rs. 4,445 crore. 

Á The MITRA park aims to integrate the entire textile value chain from spinning, weaving, processing/dyeing, printing to 

garment manufacturing at one location. 

 

Power Finance Corporation got 'Maharatna' Status 

¶ Recently, the government has accorded the 'Maharatna' status to state-owned Power Finance Corporation (PFC). An 

order to this effect was issued by the Department of Public Enterprises, under the Ministry of Finance. 

¶ PFC has become the 11th public sector enterprise to get the óMaharatnaô status in the country and joins the ranks of 

other such companies like ONGC, Indian Oil Corporation, Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) and BHEL among 

others. 

Criteria to get Mahartna status :  

¶ A company should be a Central Public Sector Enterprises /CPSEs (having 51 % or more Govt stake. 

¶ A CPSE should also have a Navratna status, be listed on an Indian stock exchange. 

¶ ñMaharatnaò status is granted to a company which has recorded more than Rs. 5,000 crore of net profit for three 

consecutive years, an average annual turnover of Rs. 25,000 crore for three years or should have an average annual 

net worth of Rs. 15,000 crore for three years. It should also have global operations or footprints. 

¶ About PFC : Incorporated in 1986, PFC is the largest infrastructure finance company dedicated to the power sector 

under the administrative control of the Ministry of Power. 

 

Di-Ammonium Phosphate (DAP) 

¶ Farmers from several states including Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana and Karnataka are facing a severe shortage of 

fertilizers mainly of Di-ammonium Phosphate (DAP) ahead of the Rabi season. 

¶ Earlier, the government had increased the subsidy to 140% on Di-Ammonium Phosphate (DAP) fertiliser.  

¶ About DAP: DAP is the second most commonly used fertiliser in India after urea. Farmers normally apply this fertiliser 

just before or at the beginning of sowing, as it is high in phosphorus (P) that stimulates root development. DAP (46% 

P, 18% Nitrogen) is the preferred source of Phosphorus for farmers. This is similar to urea, which is their preferred 

nitrogenous fertiliser containing 46% N. 

¶ Cause of Shortage : disruption in the global supply and logistic chain caused by the pandemic. This has also led to a rise 

in fertiliser prices globally. 

 

Decline in Indian Tea Exports 

¶ Recently, the exports of tea from India registered a decline of around 14.4% in the first seven months (January-July) of 

2021 as compared to the same period in 2020. 

¶ The CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States) block remained the largest importer of tea at 24.14 million kilograms, 

down from 30.53 million kilograms in the previous similar period. 

¶ The only exceptions are USA and UAE where exports registered an increase this period of 2021. 

Reasons of Decline: 

¶ Exports to Iran , which was once a big buyer of Indian tea, was lower due to the sanctions by the U.S. 

¶ The other prime reason is non-availability of shipping containers which have become very expensive during 

the Covid times. 

¶ Indian exports have suffered in the last two-three years due to very low prices of Kenyan and Sri Lankan tea. 
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¶ Exports to Pakistan, a major market for Indian tea, have also stopped since the last three years following escalation of 

tension between the two countries. 

Note : India  is the  largest consumer of tea in the world (About 80% of it produced in India is sold for domestic 

consumption) and  the second largest producer of tea in the world. China is the largest producer. 

 

HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE  

 

Bhaskarabda: A Luni-Solar Calendar 

¶ Recently, the Assam Government has announced that Bhaskarabda, a Luni-Solar Calendar will be used as an official 

calendar. 

¶ Presently, the official calendar of Assam government makes use of the Saka calendar and the Gregorian calendar. 

¶ However, the Bhaskarabda calendar will also be used from now onwards. It is based on both the phases of the moon and 

the solar year. 

¶ Note : Bhaskarabda, an era counted from the date of the ascension of a 7th-century local ruler Bhaskar Varman. It began 

when Bhaskaravarman was crowned ruler of the Kamrupa kingdom.  He was a contemporary and political ally of 

northern Indian ruler Harshavardhana. 

¶ The gap between Bhaskarabda and Gregorian is 593 years. 

 

Mount Harriet named Mount Manipur  

¶ Recently, the Union government has renamed Mount Harriet  of Andaman and Nicobar (A&N) Islands as Mount 

Manipur.  

¶ Mount Harriet, the  third-highest island peak in A&N Islands , where Manipurôs Maharaja Kulchandra Singh and 22 

other freedom fighters were imprisoned during the Anglo-Manipuri war (1891). It has been renamed in a tribute to 

those freedom fighters of Manipur. 

¶ Manipur celebrates Khongjom Day on 23rd April  in commemoration of the freedom fighters of Anglo-Manipuri War. 

 

Ram Katha Parkôs renaming as Queen Heo Hwang-ok 

¶ Recently, on the banks of the Sarayu in Ayodhya, the Ram Katha Park has been renovated which will be renamed as 

Queen Heo Hwang-ok memorial park. The Korean queen is believed to have had Indian roots. 

¶ In 2000, India and South Korea signed an agreement to develop Ayodhya and Gimhae as sister cities. 

¶ Earlier, in March 2021 Indian Defence Minister and his South Korean counterpart inaugurated the India-Korea 

Friendship Park in a ceremony at the Delhi Cantonment. 

¶ She was a Korean queen who is believed to have been born Princess Suriratna of Ayodhya, daughter of King Padmasen 

and Indumati. 

 

APPOINTMENTS  / RESIGNATIONS 

Najla Bouden Romdhane  

¶ She has been appointed as the first -ever female Prime Minister of Tunisia .  

¶ The 63-year-old has also become the first female prime minister in the whole Arab world. 

Anita Anand  : Indo-Canadian lady became just the second woman to be appointed Canadaôs minister of national defence. 

Amish Mehta : Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer (MD & CEO) of rating agency Crisil. 

Abiy Ahmed : sworn in as PM of Ethiopia for a second five-year term. He belongs to Prosperity party. 

Amit Khare  : advisor to Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

A K Goel : managing director and chief executive (MD & CEO) of UCO Bank has been elected as the chairman of Indian Bankôs 

Association (IBA) for 2021-22. 

Shaktikanta Das  : The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has approved the reappointment of Shaktikanta Das as 

the Governor of the Reserve Bank of India ( RBI) for a further period of three years with effect from December 10, 2021. 

K V Subramanian : resigned as Chief Economic Adviser 

¶ The Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) KV Subramanian has decided to return to academia after the completion of his 

three-year term in the Finance Ministry of India. 

 

EAC-PM 

¶ Recently, the government has reconstituted the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM) under the 

leadership of Dr. Bibek Debroy for a period of two years after its term came to an end in September 2021. 

¶ EAC-PM is a non-constitutional, non-statutory, independent body constituted to give advice on economic and 

related issues to the Government of India, specifically to the Prime Minister. The council serves to highlight key 

economic issues to the government of India from a neutral viewpoint. It advises the Prime Minister on economic issues 

like inflation, microfinance, and industrial output. 

¶ For administrative, logistic, planning and budgeting purposes, the NITI Aayog serves as the Nodal Agency for the EAC-

PM. 

 

 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/sustainably-developing-andaman-nicobar
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/r-d-expenditure-ecosystem-in-india
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

Astro Robot : by Amazon 

¶ Recently, Amazon has unveiled its óAstroô home robot, which is designed to help customers with a range of tasks like 

home monitoring and keeping in touch with family. 

¶ Astro is primed to be a home security device. It is designed to move around the home and keep a check on pets, and 

detect something unusual in the absence of the owner. It comes with a ñperiscopeò camera that pops up from its head and 

can be used to keep an eye on the home. It is basically a combination of the Echo Show (smart speaker) and sophisticated 

Ring security camera integrated into one single device. The device captures live videos, recognises faces, plays music or 

videos, and delivers a beer across the home. It can recognise the faces of people and analyse them until it figures out if 

itôs a family member or an outsider. 

¶ Issues Related to Privacy: Civil society is worried that the amount of data Amazon gets to fetch with the Astro, giving 

the company easy access to the household. 

 

i-Drone  

¶ Recently, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched a Drone-Based vaccine delivery model named, Drone 

Response and Outreach in North East (i-Drone). Drone is a layman terminology for Unmanned Aircraft (UA). 

 

First Malaria Vaccine: Mosquirix  

Á Recently, the World Health Organisation (WHO ) endorsed the world's first Malaria Vaccine in the hope that it will 

spur stalled efforts to curb the spread of the parasitic disease. 

Á RTS,S/AS01, trade name Mosquirix, is an injectable vaccine targeting P. falciparum, the most prevalent malaria strain 

in Africa. It is the first and only vaccine to show partial protection in young children. 

Á It was developed by British drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline in 1987. 

 

Semi-Cryogenic Propellant Tank 

Á Recently, Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) delivered the heaviest semi-cryogenic propellant tank (SC120- LOX) to 

the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO). 

Á In 2020, HAL delivered the biggest ever cryogenic Liquid Hydrogen tank (C32-LH2) to ISRO. 

 

Mission Lucy : to explore Trojan steroid of Jupitar 

Á National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is set to launch óLucyô, its first mission to explore the Jupiter 

Trojan  Asteroids. 

Á The solar-powered mission is estimated to be over 12 years long 

Á The Trojan asteroids are believed to be formed from the same material that led to the formation of planets nearly 4 

billion years ago when the solar system was formed. 

 

White Dwarf  

¶ Recently, an international team saw a white dwarf losing its brightness in 30 minutes, which usually takes a period of 

several days to months. 

What is a White dwarf ? 

¶ White dwarfs are stars that have burned up all of the hydrogen they once used as nuclear fuel. Such stars have very high 

density. 

¶ A typical white dwarf is half the size of our Sun and has a surface gravity 1,00,000 times that of Earth. 

 

Samudrayaan Mission 

Á Recently, the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) has launched Indiaôs first manned ocean mission ñSamudrayaanò in 

Chennai. 

Á With this Unique Ocean Mission, India joined the elite club of nations such as the US, Russia, France, Japan, and 

China to have niche technology and vehicles to carry out subsea activities. 

Á It is Indiaôs first unique manned ocean mission that aims to send men into the deep sea in a submersible vehicle for deep-

ocean exploration and mining of rare minerals. 

Á It will send three persons in a manned submersible vehicle MATSYA 6000 to a depth of 6000 metres into the sea for 

deep underwater studies. 

Á Submarines go only about 200 metres. 

Á It is a part of the Rs 6000-crores Deep Ocean Mission. 

Á Deep Ocean Mission : It was approved in June 2021 by the (MoES). It aims to explore the deep ocean for resources, 

develop deep-sea technologies for sustainable use of ocean resources, and support the Blue Economy Initiatives of the 

Indian Government. 

Á MATSYA 6000: It is an indigenously developed manned submersible vehicle. It will facilitate the MoES in 

conducting deep ocean exploration of resources such as gas hydrates, polymetallic manganese nodules, hydro-thermal 

sulfides, and cobalt crusts which are located at an approximate depth between 1000 and 5500 metres. 

Á Polymetallic nodules, also called manganese nodules, are mineral concretions on the sea bottom formed of concentric 

layers of iron and manganese hydroxides around a core. 
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óXiheô / Chinese HŬ Solar Explorer (CHASE) 

¶ China has successfully launched its 1st solar exploration satellite into space from the Taiyuan Satellite Launch 

Center in northern Shanxi Province aboard a Long March-2D rocket. 

¶ The satellite was named as óXiheô (Xihe is the goddess of the sun who created the calendar in ancient Chinese 

mythology), also known as the Chinese HŬ Solar Explorer (CHASE). The satellite has been developed by the China 

Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation (CASC). 

 

DEFENCE 

 

Exercise AJEYA WARRIOR-2021 

Á Recently, the 6th Edition  of India - UK Joint Company Level Military Training Exercise AJEYA WARRIOR has 

commenced in Uttarakhand . 

Á The exercise is conducted alternatively in the United Kingdom and India. 

 

Exercise Yudh Abhyas 

¶ Recently, the 17th Indo-US Joint Military Exercise "Ex Yudh Abhyas 2021" was held at Joint Base Elmendorf-

Richardson in Alaska (US). 

¶ In February 2021, the previous version of the exercise was held in Bikaner's Mahajan Field Firing Ranges (Rajasthan). 

¶ About Yudh Abhayas is the largest running joint military training and defence cooperation endeavor between India and 

the US (started in 2004 under the US Army Pacific Partnership Program). The exercise is hosted alternately between both 

countries.  

Other Exercises between India and the US: 

¶ Exercise Tiger Triumph (Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief exercise) 

¶ Exercise Vajra Prahar (Special Forcesô Exercise) 

¶ Cope India (Air Force). 

¶ Malabar Exercise (Quadrilateral naval exercise of India, USA, Japan and Australia). 

¶ Red Flag (USô multilateral air exercise). 

 

Exercise MITRA SHAKTI -21  (held in Srilanka) 

¶ The 8th Edition  of joint military  exercise between the Indian Army and the Sri Lankan Army, Exercise MITRA 

SHAKTI was conducted in Sri Lanka. 

¶ Note : The 7th edition of the Mitra Shakti exercise was held in Pune, Maharashtra in 2019. 

¶ It is based on counter insurgency and counter terrorism operations in semi urban terrain. It is the largest bilateral exercise 

being undertaken by the Sri Lankan Army.  

¶ Other Exercises with Sri Lanka: Naval exercise (SLINEX ). 

 

Exercise Cambrian Patrol 

¶ Recently, the Gorkha Rifles (Frontier Force) of the Indian Army has been awarded a Gold medal in the Cambrian 

Patrol Exercise, which was held in Wales (the UK).  

¶ Cambrian Patrol is an annual international military patrolling exercise and is referred to as the óOlympics of Military 

Patrollingô among militaries in the world. 

¶ Joint Exercises between India and UK: 

¶ Navy: Konkan 

¶ Air Force: Indradhanush 

¶ Military: Ajeya Warrior 

 

Konkan Shakti 2021 

¶ Recently, India and the UK started Konkan Shakti 2021, the first -ever tri-services joint exercise. It started off 

the west coast of India. 

 

óAUSINDEXô : fourth edition of the India-Australia  biennial maritime series. 

 

JIMEX -21  : The fifth edition of India ï Japan Maritime Bilateral Exercise JIMEX was held in the Arabian Sea from 06 to 08 

October 2021. 

 

DRDO successfully flight-tested  ABHYAS: HEAT  

¶ Recently, The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully flight-tested Abhyas High-speed 

Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) from the Integrated Test Range in Chandipur , off the Bay of Bengal coast in 

Odisha. 

¶ Designed and developed by:   Aeronautical Development Establishment (ADE), of DRDO. 

¶ Uses :  It will be used as a target for the evaluation of various missile systems. It offers a realistic threat scenario for 

practice of weapon systems. 
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India-Us Defence Deal 

¶ Recently, the Ministry of Defence has signed a deal with the US Government for procurement of MK 54 Torpedo and 

Expendable (Chaff and Flares) for the Indian Navy, under Foreign Military Sale (FMS). 

¶ FMS is the U.S. Governmentôs program for transferring defense articles, services, and training to its international 

partners and international organizations. 

¶ Expendables are something which can be consumed or used during flight and can not be recovered. 

¶ MK 54 Torpedo is a cigar-shaped, self-propelled underwater missile, launched from a submarine, surface vessel, or 

airplane and designed for exploding upon contact with the hulls of surface vessels and submarines. 

 

OPV Sarthak 

¶ Recently, an Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV), Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Sarthak has been commissioned and 

dedicated to the nation at Goa by the Indian Coast Guard. 

¶ It is 4th in the series of five OPVs. And will significantly boost the maritime safety and security of the nation. Other 

OPVs are Sajag, Vigraha, Yard 45006 VAJRA, Varaha. 

¶ OPVs are long-range surface ships, capable of operation in maritime zones of India, including island territories with 

helicopter operation capabilities. 

¶ Their roles include coastal and offshore patrolling, policing maritime zones of India, control and surveillance, anti-

smuggling and anti-piracy operations with limited wartime roles. 

¶ Development: It has been designed & built indigenously by M/s Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) in line with the 

governmentôs vision of óMake in Indiaô. It has about 70% indigenous content, thus providing the necessary fillip to the 

Indian shipbuilding industry and a giant leap towards achieving óAtmanirbar Bharatô. 

¶ It will be deployed extensively for Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) surveillance, Coastal Security and other duties as 

enshrined in the Coast Guard charter of duties, to safeguard the maritime interests of the Nation. 

 

 

RANKING AND REPORTS  

 

No Teacher, No Classò :  
Á On the Occasion of the World Teachersô Day (5th October), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO) launched its 2021 State of the Education Report (SOER) for India: ñNo Teacher, No Classò. 

 

Henley Passport Index 2021 

Á India has been ranked 90
th

 in the most powerful passport report óHenley Passport Index 2021ô. 

Á The Henley Passport Index is the original ranking of all the worldôs passports according to the number of destinations 

their holders can access without a prior visa. 

Á Japan and Singapore stood at the top of this yearôs list, with their passport holders allowed to travel visa-free to 192 

countries, while South Korea and Germany share the second position. For the third consecutive year, Japan has secured 

the top position. 

Á Meanwhile, Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Pakistan, and Yemen are among the least powerful. 

 

State of Climate Services Report 2021: WMO 

Á Recently, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) released the State of Climate Services report 2021. It focuses 

on Terrestrial Water Storage. 

 

Global Multidimensional Poverty Index 2021 

Á Released by : the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty & Human 

Development Initiative (OPHI). 
Á The Index considers data from 109 countries and 5.9 billion people. 

Á 1.3 billion people are multidimensionally poor. 

Indian Scenario :  

Á In India five out of six multidimensionally poor people are from lower tribes or castes. 

o 9.4% of the Scheduled Tribe group lives in multidimensional poverty 

o 33.3% of the Scheduled Caste group lives in multidimensional poverty. 

o 27.2% of the Other Backward Class group lives in multidimensional poverty. 

Á In India close to 12% of the population live in female-headed households. 

What is Multidimensional Poverty Index 

Á The Multidimensional Poverty Index was launched by the UNDP and the OPHI  in 2010. 

Á MPI is based on the idea that poverty is not unidimensional (not just depends on income and one individual may lack 

several basic needs like education, health etc.), rather it is multidimensional. 

Á MPI uses three dimensions and ten indicators which are: 

o Education: Years of schooling and child enrollment (1/6 weightage each, total 2/6); 

o Health: Child mortality and nutrition (1/6 weightage each, total 2/6); 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/opv-sarthak
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o Standard of living: Electricity, flooring, drinking water, sanitation, cooking fuel and assets (1/18 weightage 

each, total 2/6). 

 

Global Climate Risk Index 2021 

¶ The international environmental think tank óGermanwatchô released the Global Climate Risk Index 2021. 

¶ This is the 16th Edition  of the Index. It is published annually. 

¶ About the Index : The Index analyses the extent to which countries and regions have been affected by the impacts of 

weather-related loss events (storms, floods, heat waves etc.). The impact is calculated in terms of fatalities and economic 

losses, both. The most recent data available for 2019 and from 2000 to 2019 were taken into account. The 2021 

Index does not include data from United States of America. 

¶ About 2021 Findings :  

¶ Mozambique (1
st
), Zimbabwe (2

nd
) as well as the Bahamas (3

rd
)were the most affected countries in 2019. 

¶ For the period from 2000 to 2019, Puerto Rico, Myanmar and Haiti  rank highest. 

¶ Indiaôs Position: India has improved its rankings from last year. It is ranked 7th in the 2021 Index as compared 

to 5th in 2020 Index. India was hit by a total of 8 tropical cyclones. Of which, Cyclone Fani (May, 2019) caused the 

maximum damage. 

 

Global Hunger Index 2021 

¶ India has slipped to 101st position in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2021 of 116 countries, from its 2020 position of 

94th. 

About the Global Hunger Index: 

¶ Annual Report: Jointly published by Concern Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe. 

It was first produced in 2006. It is published every October. The 2021 edition marks the 16th edition of the GHI. 

¶ Aim : To comprehensively measure and track hunger at the global, regional, and country levels. 

¶ Calculation: It is calculated on the basis of four indicators: 

o Undernourishment: Share of the population with insufficient caloric intake. 

o Child Wasting: Share of children under age five who have low weight for their height, reflecting acute 

undernutrition. 

o Child Stunting : Share of children under age five who have low height for their age, reflecting chronic 

undernutrition. 

o Child Mortality: The mortality rate of children under the age of five. 

¶ Scoring: 

¶ Based on the values of the four indicators, the GHI determines hunger on a 100-point scale where 0 is the best possible 

score (no hunger) and 100 is the worst. 

¶ Each countryôs GHI score is classified by severity, from low to extremely alarming. 

 

Global Food Security Index 2021 

¶ India is ranked at 71st position (57.2 points ) in the Global Food Security (GFS) Index 2021 of 113 countries. 

¶ Top Rankers: Ireland, Austria, the UK, Finland, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Canada, Japan, France and the US shared 

the top rank with the overall GFS score in the range of 77.8 and 80 points on the index. 

¶ Note : The GFS Index was designed and constructed by London-based Economist Impact and is sponsored by Corteva 

Agriscience. The 2021 GFSI is the tenth edition of the index. It is published every year. 

 

Child Sexual Abuse 

¶ Recently, a report titled the Global Threat Assessment Report 2021, released by WeProtect Global Alliance has 

revealed that Covid-19 had contributed to a significant spike in child sexual exploitation and abuse online. 

 

Global Agricultur al Productivity Report (GAP Report) 

¶ According to a new report, Global agricultural productivity is not growing as fast as the demand for food, amid 

the impact of climate change. 

 

Climate Vulnerability Index  

¶ Recently, a report titled ñMapping Indiaôs Climate Vulnerability ï A District-level Assessmentò has been released by 

the Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW) (not-for-profit policy research institution). The report has 

also launched the first-of-its-kind Climate Vulnerability Index. 

¶ The index has analysed 640 districts in India and found that 463 of these are vulnerable to extreme floods, droughts 

and cyclones. 
 

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) released the Accidental Deaths & Suicides in India Report 2020. 

Á The report divides suicides into nine categories. 

Á Suicides in India rose 10% from 2019 to an all-time high of 1,53,052 in the pandemic year of 2020. 

Á The share of daily wage earners among those who died by suicide has doubled between 2014 and 2020, followed by 

óhousewivesô, self-employed persons, farmers/cultivators and retired persons. 
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Á Deaths caused by accidents came down from 2019 and the number is the lowest since 2010. 

Á The worst among States continues to be Maharashtra, with 4,006 suicides in the farm sector, including a 15% 

increase in farm worker suicides. 

Á Among causes of suicide that make up at least a percent of such deaths: 

o Poverty and unemployment registered the biggest increase. 

o Drug abuse or alcohol addiction, illness, and family problems come next. 

Á Related Initiatives: 

o Mental Healthcare Act, 2017: It aims to provide mental healthcare services for persons with mental illness. 

o KIRAN : The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has launched a 24/7 toll-free helpline to provide 

support to people facing anxiety, stress, depression, suicidal thoughts and other mental health concerns. 

o Manodarpan Initiative : It is an initiative of the Ministry of Education under Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. It 

is aimed to provide psychosocial support to students, family members and teachers for their mental health 

and well-being during the times of Covid-19. 

 

State Energy Efficiency Index 2020 (SEEI)  

¶ Karnataka  has topped the State Energy Efficiency Index 2020 (SEEI), scoring 70 points out of 100 on the back of 

several initiatives to improve energy efficiency in the state. Rajasthan is on second rank followed by Haryana on 

third.  

 

SCHEMES in News 

 

DigiSaksham- a joint initiative of Labour Ministry with Microsoft India to enhance the employability of youth  

¶ The minister for Labour and Employment has launched a digital skills programme (DigiSaksham) to enhance the 

employability of youth by imparting digital skills that are required in an increasingly technology-driven era. 

 

About the DigiSaksham programme 

¶ Nearly one crore active job seekers will be able to access training at free of cost training in digital skills  including 

basic skills as well as advanced computing. 

¶ Under the DigiSaksham initiative, there will be basically three types of training viz. Digital Skills  ï Self paced 

learning, VILT mode  training (Virtual Instructor-led) and ILT mode  training (Instructor led). 

¶ The job seekers can get training in areas like JavaScript, Data Visualisation, Advance Excel, HTML, Programming 

languages, Introduction to coding, etc. They can equip themselves with the skills required in a digital economy. 

¶ The Jobseekers can access the training through National Career Service (NCS) Portal. It is an extension of the 

Governmentôs ongoing programs to support the youth from rural and semi-urban areas. 

¶ The programme is a joint initiative of Microsoft India  and the Ministry of Labour & Employment . 

¶ DigiSaksham will be implemented in the field by Aga Khan Rural Support Programme India (AKRSP-I). 

The immediate focus of the DigiSaksham programme 

¶ The training will be provided to more than 3 lakh youths in the first year. The initiative gives priority to the job-seekers 

of semi-urban areas belonging to disadvantaged communities, including those who have lost their jobs due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

Significance of DigiSaksham programme 

¶ The programme will help in bridging Indiaôs digital divide and place the country on the path to inclusive economic 

recovery. Further, the programme will also prepare Indiaôs talented youth to thrive in a digital future, catering not only to 

the needs of the domestic economy but also to tap overseas employment opportunities. 

¶ Note : The NCS Project is implemented by the Ministry of Labour and Employment. 

 

Senior Able Citizens for Re Employment in Dignity (SACRED) Portal 

¶ The Union government is all set to develop a job portal for senior citizens. The portal named, óSenior Able Citizens for 

Re Employment in Dignityó (SACRED), will bring the employment seeking senior citizens (above 60 years of age) and 

employment providers on one platform. 

What is the need for the SACRED portal? 

¶ There has been a steady rise in the population of senior citizens in India. These older persons are facing a lot of problems 

in the absence of adequate social security. Further, Indian society is also witnessing a decline of the joint family system, 

as a result of which a large number of parents are being neglected by their families exposing them to a lack of emotional, 

physical and financial support. 

¶ The portal will be developed through NIC (National Informatics Centre).  

¶ The portal will not be a guarantee for getting a job or employment or selling of the products of the SHGs, or for any other 

activity. 

How the SACRED portal will work? 

¶ A senior citizen can get himself registered on the portal with his education, experience, skills and areas of interest. Any 

job provider, be it an individual, firm or organization, can also register on the portal, specifying the task involved and the 

number of senior citizens required. 
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Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 and AMRUT 2.0 

¶ Prime Minister launched Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 and Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 

Transformation 2.0. Both of them will be implemented by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 

About the Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0 

¶ The mission would be implemented over five years ð from 2021 to 2026. The focus of SBM-U 2.0 will be on sustaining 

the sanitation and solid waste management outcomes achieved and accelerate the momentum generated, thus taking 

Urban India to the next level of óSwachhataô. 

¶ The aim of óSwachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0ô is to ñmake the cities completely free of garbageò. 

Key components of SBM 2.0 

¶ Ensuring complete access to sanitation facilities to serve additional populations migrating from rural to urban areas in 

search of employment and better opportunities. 

¶ Complete liquid waste management in cities with less than 1 lakh population to ensure that all wastewater is safely 

contained, collected, transported and treated. 

¶ Under Sustainable Solid Waste Management, greater emphasis will be on source segregation. 

¶ Special focus will be put on the well-being of sanitation and informal waste workers. 

¶ Material Recovery Facilities, and waste processing facilities will be set up, with a focus on phasing out single-use 

plastic. Construction & demolition waste processing facilities will be set up. 

¶ Mechanical sweepers deployed in National Clean Air Programme cities and in cities with more than 5 lakh population. 

¶ Remediation of all legacy dumpsites will also be done under the mission. 

About AMRUT 2.0 

¶ AMRUT2.0 aims to make around 4,700 towns/citiesó water secureô. It will build upon the progress of AMRUT to 

address water needs, rejuvenate water bodies, better manage aquifers, reuse treated wastewater, thereby promoting 

circular economy of water. 

¶ The Objective of AMRUT 2.0 is to provide 100% coverage of water supply to all households in around 4,700 ULBs. 

 

Key components of AMRUT 2.0 

¶ It will provide 100% coverage of sewerage and septage in 500 AMRUT cities, by providing 2.64 crore sewer 

connections/ septage connections, thereby benefitting around 10.6 crores people. 

¶ Rejuvenation of water bodies and urban aquifer management will be undertaken to augment sustainable freshwater 

supply. 

¶ Upscaling from 500 cities covered under AMRUT with 1 lakh+ population to all 4,372 cities, covering 100% urban 

India. 

¶ It will promote a circular economy of water through the formulation of the City Water Balance Plan for each city, 

focusing on recycle/reuse of treated sewage, rejuvenation of water bodies and water conservation. 

¶ Pey Jal Survekshan will be conducted in cities to ascertain the equitable distribution of water, reuse of wastewater and 

mapping of water bodies. 

¶ Technology Sub-Mission for water will leverage the latest global technologies in the field of water. 

¶ The AMRUT-2.0 Mission will promote Public-Private partnerships (PPP). It will also promote the GIG economy and 

on-boarding of youth & women. Further, a target based capacity building program will  be conducted for all stakeholders 

including contractors, plumbers, plant operators, students, women and other stakeholders. 

 

CRISP-M Tool for MGNREG Scheme 

¶ Recently, the Climate Resilience Information System and Planning (CRISP-M) tool for Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) was launched. 

¶ CRISP-M Tool: It will  help embed climate information in the Geographic Information System (GIS) based planning and 

implementation of MGNREGS. 

o Note : GIS is a computer system that analyzes and displays geographically referenced information. 

¶ The implementation of CRISP-M will  open up new possibilities for rural communities to deal with the issues of climate 

change. 

¶ This tool will be used in seven states: Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha and 

Rajasthan. 

¶ MGNREG Scheme: It is one of the largest work guarantee programmes in the world. It was launched on 2nd February 

2006. (The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act was passed on 23rd August 2005). 

¶ Objective : To guarantee 100 days of employment in every financial year to adult members of any rural household 

willing to do public work-related unskilled manual work. At least one-third of beneficiaries have to be women. The most 

important part of MGNREGAôs design is its legally-backed guarantee for any rural adult to get work within 15 days of 

demanding it, failing which an óunemployment allowanceô must be given. 

 

Saksham Centres: DAY-NRLM  

¶ Recently, as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav , a total of 152 Centre for Financial Literacy & Service Delivery 

(SAKSHAM Centres) across 77 districts of 13 states were launched. 
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¶ The centres were launched under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-

NRLM) of the Ministry of Rural Development. 

¶ SAKSHAM Centres: Centre for Financial Literacy & Service Delivery (CFL&SD) would act as a one stop 

solution/single window system for basic financial needs of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) households in rural areas. 

¶ Objective: To provide financial literacy & facilitate delivery of financial services (savings, credit, insurance, pensions 

etc.) to SHG members and rural poor. 

¶ Managed By: SHG network, largely at the level of the Cluster Level Federations (CLFs), with the help of trained 

Community Resource Persons (CRPs). 

¶ SAKSHAM Application : A mobile & web-based application called ñSAKSHAMò has also been developed. 

 

PM ABHIM (Prime Minister Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure  Mission) 

¶ Recently, the Prime Minister launched the Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission. It is also known as Pradhan 

Mantri Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana (PMASBY).  

About ABHIM:  

¶ It is one of the largest pan-India schemes for strengthening healthcare infrastructure across the country. 

¶ It is in addition to the National Health Mission. 

¶ It will provide support to 17,788 rural Health and Wellness Centres in 10 óhigh focusô states and establish 11,024 urban 

Health and Wellness Centres across the country. 

¶ Through this, critical care services will be available in all the districts of the country with more than five lakh 

population through exclusive critical care hospital blocks, while the remaining districts will be covered through referral 

services. 

Objectives:  

¶ To ensure a robust public health infrastructure in both urban and rural areas, capable of responding to public health 

emergencies or disease outbreaks. 

¶ To establish an IT-enabled disease surveillance system through a network of surveillance laboratories at block, district, 

regional and national levels. 

¶ All the public health labs will be connected through the Integrated Health Information Portal, which will be expanded to 

all states and UTs. 

 

Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship: Phase II 

¶ Recently, the government has launched the phase-II of Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship under SANKALP  (Skill 

Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion) programme. 

¶ SANKALP  : SANKALP, a Centrally sponsored scheme, is a World Bank loan assisted program, launched by the 

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship in January 2018. 

¶ Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship is a two-year long fellowship programme conceived to create opportunities 

for young, dynamic individuals to contribute to enhancing skill development at the grassroots. 

o MGNF Phase-I (Pilot):  Launched in 2019 with IIM Bangalore as Academic Partner and 69 are Fellows 

currently deployed in 69 districts across 6 States. 

o MGNF Phase-II (National Roll Out):  Being launched in October 2021 with 661 MGNFs who will be 

deployed across all districts of the country. 8 more IIMs have been boarded taking the total to 9 IIMs. 

¶ It seeks to combine classroom sessions by academic partner IIMs with an intensive field immersion at the district level to 

create credible plans and identify barriers in raising employment, economic output, and promote livelihoods in rural 

areas. 

¶ The sharp focus on developing skills for local needs gives impetus to the "vocal for local", and also building an industry-

relevant skill base will help the cause of "Atmanirbhar Bharatò. 

¶ Eligibility : Fellows have to be in the 21-30 years age-group, have a graduation degree from a recognized university and 

be citizens of India. Proficiency in official language of the state of fieldwork will be mandatory. 

 

Krishi UDAN 2.0 

¶ Recently, the Union Minister of Civil Aviation has released Krishi Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik (UDAN) 2.0 to 

facilitate movement of agricultural produce by air. 

¶ It lays out the vision of improving value realization through better integration and optimization of agri-harvesting and air 

transportation and contributing to agri-value chain sustainability and resilience under different and dynamic conditions. 

¶ Earlier, ahead of UDAN Day (21st October), the Ministry of Civil Aviation flagged off 6 routes, expanding the aerial 

connectivity of North-East India, under the UDAN Scheme. 

¶ Krishi UDAN  was launched in August 2020, on international and national routes to assist farmers in 

transporting agricultural products so that it improves their value realisation. 

¶ Krishi UDAN 2.0  will focus on transporting perishable food products from the hilly areas, northeastern 

states and tribal areas. It will be implemented at 53 airports across the country mainly focusing on northeast 

and tribal regions and is likely to benefit farmers, freight forwarders and airlines. Opted airports not 

only provide access to regional domestic markets but also connect them to international gateways of the 

country. 
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¶ E-KUSHAL : An online platform named E-KUSHAL (Krishi Udaan for Sustainable Holistic Agri-Logistics) would also 

be developed to facilitate information dissemination to all stakeholders regarding the transportation of 

agricultural produ ce. 

 

SAMBHAV  

¶ Recently, the Ministry of  Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME) has launched an e-National Level Awareness 

Programme SAMBHAV. 

¶ It is a mass outreach programme under the Ministry of MSME in which students from different colleges/ITIs from all 

parts of the country will be encouraged by 130 field offices of the Ministry to take up entrepreneurship. During the 

campaign the college students will be made aware of the various schemes being implemented by the Ministry of 

MSME through Audio/Video film presentations. 

¶ Objective: To promote engagement of the youth in promoting entrepreneurship, boost domestic manufacturing with a 

view to push economic growth. 

 

BIODIVERSITY, ENVIRONMENT,  ECOLOGY  and GEOGRAPHY  

 

Hara Bhara campaign : launched by Telangana government 

¶ Recently, Hara Bhara, Indiaôs first aerial seeding campaign in Telangana using the Seedcopter drone was launched.  

¶ Earlier, in August 2015, Andhra Pradesh government had launched the aerial seeding programme using Indian 

Navy helicopters. 

Hara Bhara Campaign: The idea of the campaign is to accelerate the mission of reforestation by planting one billion trees 

using drones by 2030 in the country. The project uses drones to disperse seed balls over thin, barren, and empty forest lands 

to turn them into lush green abodes of trees.  The óseedcopterô which is a drone developed by Marut Drones is an aerial 

seeding solution for rapid and scalable reforestation.  

¶ Aerial Seeding: It is a plantation technique wherein seed balls ð seeds covered with a mixture of clay, compost, char 

and other components ð are sprayed using aerial devices, including planes, helicopters or drones. 

 

53rd Tiger Reserve of India in Chattisgarh 

Á Recently, the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA ) has designated the combined areas of the Guru Ghasidas 

National Park and Tamor Pingla Wildlife Sanctuary as a Tiger Reserve. 

Á NTCA is a statutory body under the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, established in 2005 for 

strengthening tiger conservation. 

Á This will be the 53rd Tiger Reserve in India. It is located in the northern part of Chhattisgarh, bordering Madhya 

Pradesh and Jharkhand. This will be the fourth Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh. 

Á Note : Ramgarh Vishdhari Wildlife Sanctuary (Rajasthan) is the 52nd Tiger Reserve in India. 

 

Giloy or Guduchi (Tinospora cordifolia)  

¶ According to the Ministry of AYUSH, Giloy or Guduchi,  a popularly known herb is safe to use. 

¶ People have long used it to treat a wide range of issues, including fever, infections, diarrhoea and diabetes. The plant 

is native to India but also found in China and tropical areas of Australia and Africa. 

¶ Giloy has hepato-protective properties i,e. prevent damage to the liver. 

 

UNHRC  : Right to Clean Environment 

Á Recently, the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) unanimously voted for recognising a clean, healthy 

and sustainable environment as a Universal Human Right. 

Á If recognised by all, the right will be the first of its kind  in more than 70 years since the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1948. 

United Nations Human Rights Council 
Á It is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system responsible for strengthening the promotion and 

protection of human rights around the world. 

Á The Council was created by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 2006. It is headquartered in Geneva, 

Switzerland. It is made up of 47 United Nations Member States which are elected by the UNGA. 

India was elected in January 2019 for a period of three years. 

 

Lukha River in  Meghalaya : Detoxified 

Á Recently, the Meghalaya Government has claimed that a detoxing pilot project has brought the Lukha river back  from 

the dead. 

Á The Lukha River was considered toxic beyond redemption a decade ago owing to contamination due to acid mine 

drainage and run-off from the coal mines. 
Á Phytoremediation method was used to detoxify the river, where Algae was used to remove major toxic contents from 

the water. 

Á Lukha River:  The Lukha is located in the southern part of east Jaintia Hills of Meghalaya where most of 

Meghalayaôs rat -hole coal mines are located. 
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Kunming Declaration : China  

¶ The ñKunming Declarationò was adopted by over 100 countries in the ongoing virtual 15th meeting of the Conference 

of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD) in China.  

¶ The theme of the COP-15 is ñEcological Civilization: Building a Shared Future for All Life on Earthò.  

¶ COP15 is being held to review the achievement and delivery of the CBDôs Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 

(which was signed in Aichi, Japan, in 2010, where governments agreed on 20 targets to try to slow biodiversity loss 

and protect habitats by 2020). 

 

Allium negianum 

¶ A team of researchers has discovered a new species of the genus Allium named ñAllium negianumò from 

the Uttarakhand Himalayan region of India. 

¶ Allium is one of the largest genera in Amaryllidaceae, a family of herbaceous, mainly perennial and bulbous flowering 

plants. The genus has about 1,100 species distributed worldwide, including onion, garlic, scallion, shallot and chives. 

¶ This plant in India is restricted to the region of the Western Himalayas. It grows in Malari region of Niti valley in 

Chamoli district and Dharma valley of Pithoragarh district, Uttarakhand . 

 

A Micro Snail Species discovered in Meghalaya 

¶ Recently, a micro snail species named Georissa mawsmaiensis has been discovered in Mawsmai Cave in Meghalaya. 

 

Indian Railways Net Zero Emitter target 

¶ Recently, Indian Railways (IR) has announced that it is likely to become worldôs first ónet-zeroô carbon emitter by 2030. 

IR is taking a multi-pronged approach to go green and decarbonise - from increasing its sourcing of Renewable Energy 

(RE) to electrifying its traction network and reducing its energy consumption. 

Initiatives taken by Indian Railways: 

¶ Increased the Amount of Freight: Indian Railways to increase the amount of freight moved by it from about 35% in 

2015 to 45% by 2030 to reduce overall emissions from transportation. 

¶ Complete Electrification: Complete electrification of Indian Railways is targeted by financial year 2024. It will be the 

worldôs largest 100% electrified rail transportation system by then. 

¶ Use of Solar Power: Plans to install 20 GigaWatts (GW) of solar for both traction loads and non-traction loads. 

o Built a 1.7-MW solar power plant in Bina, Madhya Pradesh, in July 2020. It is the first solar energy plant in 

the world to directly power railway overhead lines, from which locomotives draw traction power. 

o A 2.5-MW solar project in  Diwana, Haryana. 

o Work on a third pilot with a capacity of 50 MW has begun in Bhilai  (Chhattisgarh). 

o A 16-kW solar power plant has been installed as platform shelter at the Sahibabad Railway Station. 

o The railways ministry has installed solar panels at over 960 stations and is using solar power to meet railway 

station energy needs. 

¶ Participation of Private Sector: The ministry has included provisions for a Letter of Credit (LC) in the event of railway 

payment default, as well as a penalty for late payment in the model bidding document for solar power developers. This is 

to encourage the private sector to participate in the project. 

 

 

Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary: near Hirakund dam,  Odisha 

¶ Why in news : Recently, the Odisha Government has decided to relocate around 420 families from four zero-connectivity 

villages in Debrigarh wildlife sanctuary. The relocation is aimed at reducing man-animal conflict and providing better 

living conditions to the displaced families. 

 

Saudi announced Net Zero Target by 2060 

Á Recently, Saudi Arabia, one of the worldôs largest oil producers, announced that it will reach ñnet zeroò greenhouse gas 

emissions by 2060. 

Á The announcement came at the start of the kingdomôs first-ever Saudi Green Initiative (SGI) Forum. SGI aims to raise 

the vegetation cover, reduce carbon emissions, combat pollution and land degradation, and preserve marine life. 

Á What is Net Zero : Net-zero, also means carbon neutrality , is a state in which a countryôs emissions are compensated 

by absorption and removal of greenhouse gases from the atmosphere. 

Indiaôs Case:  
Á India is now the fourth -largest emitter after China, United States and the European Union, and as per IPCCôs Sixth 

Assessment Report, it will be among the most severely affected countries.  

Á India has committed to reducing the emission intensity of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 33-35% by 2030 and 

having 175 gigawatt renewable energy capacity by 2030 under the Paris Agreement of 2016. 

Circular Carbon Economy :  

Á A circular carbon economy is a framework for managing and reducing emissions. It is a closed loop system involving 

4Rs: reduce, reuse, recycle, and remove. 
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Trigonopterus Corona 

Á Recently, scientists have discovered a new species of beetle named Trigonopterus corona on the Indonesian island of 

Sulawesi. 
Á It is not the only insect species to be named after the pandemic. In April 2021, a new species of caddisfly (a moth-

like insect) was collected near a stream in Kosovo, and named Potamophylax coronavirus. 

 

AWARDS NEWS 

 

Rajinikanth honoured with Dadasaheb Phalke Award 

¶ Actor Rajinikanth was honoured with the prestigious 51st Dadasaheb Phalke Award at the 67th National Film 

Awards ceremony, for his contribution as an actor, producer and screenwriter. 

 

 Indian Organisation LIFE receives 2021 Right Livelihood Award 

¶ The Delhi-based environmental organisation ñLegal Initiative for Forest and Environment (LIFE)ò has been 

felicitated with the 2021 Right Livelihood Award, an international honour, also known as Swedenôs alternative Nobel 

Prize. 

¶ LIFE has been selected for the award for its ñgrassroots approach of empowering vulnerable communities to protect 

their livelihoods and claim their right to a clean environment.ò 

¶ The Right Livelihood Award comes with a cash prize of 1 million Swedish crowns ($115,000) and long-term support to 

highlight and expand Laureatesô. 

 

Alexei Navalny Wins European Unionôs Sakharov Prize 

¶ The European Parliament has awarded the European Unionôs top human rights prize, Sakharov Prize for Freedom 

of Thought for 2021, to the imprisoned Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny. 

 

2021 Global Leadership Award  

¶ The US India Business Council (USIBC) has chosen Shiv Nadar and Mallika Srinivasan as the recipient of its 2021 

Global Leadership Award. 

¶ Shiv Nadar is the founder and chairman emeritus of HCL Technologies Limited. Mallika Srinivasan is the chair and 

managing director, Tractors and Farm Equipment Limited (TAFE). 

 

Nobel Prize for Physiology/Medicine, 2021 

Á Recently, two United States-based scientists, David Julius and Ardem Patapoutian, have been awarded 

the 2021 Nobel Prize for Physiology/Medicine for their discoveries of receptors for temperature and touch. 

Á They have focused their work on the field of somatosensation, that is the ability of specialised organs such as eyes, ears 

and skin to see, hear and feel. 

Á Note :  David Julius discovered TRPV1, a heat-sensing receptor however Ardem Patapoutian discovered 

two mechanosensitive ion channels known as the Piezo channels. 

Á Significance of Discoveries: The findings have allowed us to understand how heat, cold and mechanical force can 

initiate the nerve impulses that allow us to perceive and adapt to the world around us. This knowledge is being used to 

develop treatments for a wide range of disease conditions, including chronic pain. 

 

Nobel Prize in Physics, 2021 

Á The 2021 Nobel Prize in Physics is awarded with one half jointly to Syukuro Manabe, Klaus Hasselmann and 

the other half to Giorgio Parisi ñfor groundbreaking contributions to our understanding of complex physical systems.ò 

Á This is the first time climate scientists (Manabe and Hasselmann) have been awarded the Physics Nobel. Last year, the 

award was given for the research into black holes. 

Á Manabe and Hasselmann: Awarded for work in physical modelling of Earthôs climate, quantifying variability and 

reliably predicting global warming. They Demonstrated, how increases in the amount of carbon dioxide in the 

atmosphere would increase global temperatures, laying the foundations for current climate models. 

Á Parisi: Awarded for ñthe discovery of the interplay of disorder and fluctuations in physical systems from atomic to 

planetary scales.ò He ñbuilt a deep physical and mathematical modelò that made it possible to understand complex 

systems in fields such as mathematics, biology, neuroscience and machine learning. 

 

Nobel Prize for Chemistry, 2021 

Á The 2021 Nobel Prize in Chemistry was awarded to Benjamin List  and David MacMillan  for the development 

of asymmetric organocatalysis. 

 

Nobel Prize for Literature, 2021 

Á This yearôs Nobel Prize for Literature is awarded to ñAbdulrazak Gurnahò. He became the fifth African writer  to win 

the Nobel Prize for Literature. 

Á He is the author of 10 novels and several short stories and essays. These include ñDesertionò and ñParadiseò(shortlisted 

for the Booker prize). The Theme of his works mostly dealt with óimmigrant experience and how exile and loss, shape 

identities and culturesô. 
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Á Last year, the award was given to Louise Glück "for her unmistakable poetic voice that with austere beauty makes 

individual existence universal." 

 

Nobel Peace Prize 2021 

¶ Recently, the 2021 Nobel Peace Prize was awarded to journalists Maria Ressa of the Philippines and Dmitry Muratov 

of Russia for their efforts to safeguard freedom of expression, which is a precondition for democracy and lasting peace. 

¶ In 2020, the award was given to the World Food Programme (WFP), a United Nations (UN) agency. 

¶ Maria Ressa: She is an investigative journalist, in 2012 she co-founded Rappler, a digital media platform for 

investigative journalism, which she continues to head. Rappler has focused critical attention on President Rodrigo 

Duterte's regime's controversial, murderous anti-drug campaign.  She has also authored Seeds of Terror: An Eyewitness 

Account of Al-Qaedaôs Newest Center, and From Bin Laden to Facebook: 10 Days of Abduction, 10 Years of 

Terrorism. 

¶ Dmitry Muratov : Muratov has for decades defended freedom of speech in Russia under increasingly challenging 

conditions''.  He along with around 50 colleagues started Novaya Gazeta (Newspaper) in 1993, as one of its founders. He 

has served as the newspaperôs editor-in-chief since 1995. 

 

The 2021 Nobel Prize in Economics or Economic Sciences  

Á It has been awarded in one half to Canadian-born David Card and the other half jointly to Israeli-American Joshua D 

Angrist  and Dutch-American Guido W Imbens. 

Á David Card has been awarded for his empirical contributions to labour economics. Joshua D Angrist and Guido W 

Imbens won the award ñfor their methodological contributions to the analysis of causal relationships.ò 

How Nobel Prize in Economics is different from others 

Á Unlike the other Nobel prizes, the economics award wasnôt established in the will of Alfred Nobel but by the Swedish 

central bank in his memory in 1968. 

 

The Earthshot Prize 2021 

¶ Vidyut Mohan , a Delhi-based entrepreneur, won the inaugural edition of The Earthshot Prize. He won it for his 

innovative technology that recycles agricultural waste to create fuel. 

¶ About Prize  :  Dubbed as the ñEco Oscarsò, the Earthshot Prize is an award set up by Prince William and the Royal 

Foundation, the charity founded by the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, and historian David Attenborough to honour 

five finalists between 2021 and 2030 for developing solutions to fight the climate crisis. 

¶ Established in 2020, 2021 was the first year when awards were handed out to finalists for their contributions towards 

¶ The award will honour five finalists between 2021 and 2030 for developing solutions to fight the climate crisis. 

¶ They will receive a prize of one million Euros. The winners will be chosen by the Earthshot Prize Council. 

¶ Each year five winners will be selected, one for each of the Five United Nations Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs) : 

¶ Restoration and protection of nature, Air cleanliness, Ocean revival, Waste-free living, Climate action. 

 

Sustainable Transport System Award: Kerala 

¶ Recently, Kerala has won the award for the ócity with the most Sustainable Transport Systemô. 

¶ It will be presented by the Ministry for Housing and Urban Affairs. The award is given in recognition of the transport 

facilities in various states and Union Territories of India. 

¶ The award has been given in recognition of the projects implemented ð like Kochi Metro , Water Metro  (Water 

Connectivity with the same experience as metro) and E-mobility  ð to enhance the transport facilities in the city of 

Kochi. 

¶ Sustainable Transport : It refers to any means of transportation that is 'green' and has low impact on the environment. It 

is also about balancing our current and future needs. Examples of sustainable transportation include walking, cycling, 

transit, carpooling, car sharing, and green vehicles. 

¶ E- Mobility  : Electromobility is the use of electric cars, as well as e-bikes or pedelecs, electric motorbikes, e-buses 

and e-trucks. 

 

22nd Lal Bahadur Shastri National Award 

¶ Conferred to eminent pulmonologist and Director of the All India Institute of Medi cal Sciences (AIIMS), Dr  

Randeep Guleria. 

BOOKS  and Auhors 

¶ ñEconomist Gandhiò : written by Jaithirth Rao. 

¶ ñVeer Savarkar: The Man Who Could Have Prevented Partitionò : authored by Uday Mahurkar and Chirayu Pandit. 

¶ óAIIMS Mein Ek Jang Ladte Hueô : written by Ramesh Pokhriyal óNishankô while he was battling COVID-19 at AIIMS 

in Delhi. 

¶ ñWriting for My Lifeò : an anthology of author Ruskin Bond 

¶ óThe Origin Story of Indiaôs Statesô :  written by Venkataraghavan Subha Srinivasan 

¶ óSir Syed Ahmad Khan: Reason, Religion And Nationô : written by Prof Shafey Kidwai. 
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¶ ñActuallyé I Met Them: A Memoirò : written by Gulzar  

¶ óStars In My Skyô : written by Divya Dutta. 

 

OBITUARY / DEATHS  

Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan of Pakistan 
Á He is hailed as the man who single-handedly ensured that Pakistan succeeded in making nuclear weapons.  

Á He is revered in Pakistan as the ñfatherò of the countryôs ñatom bombò or Nuclear Hero. 

Á However, the western world criticised him as a nuclear thief or "the greatest nuclear proliferator of all timeò. 

Á In 1975, Khan, then working in Holland  in a uranium enrichment facility as a German-Dutch translator, offered his 

services to then PM Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who wanted Pakistan to have its own nuclear programme. He provided the first 

blueprints for Pakistanôs centrifuges, setting it on the path to uranium enrichment. In 1976, he joined Pakistan Atomic 

Energy Commissionôs nuclear weapons effort. He was convicted by a Dutch court for the theft. Also, he has smuggled 

nuclear secrets to states including North Korea, Iran and Libya. Due to his contribution, by 1998, Pakistan had 

conducted its first nuclear tests. Pakistan honoured him with the titles of Nishan-e-Imtiaz (Order of Excellence, 

Pakistanôs highest civilian honour) and Mohsin-e-Pakistan (Benefactor of Pakistan). 

Abolhassan Banisadr :  

Á Iranôs first president after the countryôs 1979 Islamic Revolution who fled Tehran after being impeached for challenging 

the growing power of clerics as the nation became a theocracy. 

Ghanashyam Nayak  : 

Á Veteran television actor, who was famous for his role as Nattu Kaka in the TV series Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah 

Chashmah. 

Shakti Sinha :  former bureaucrat, and academician who was private secretary to late prime minister AB Vajpayee. 

Arvind Trivedi   : Veteran television actor , who is famously known for his iconic role of demon-king Raavan in Ramanand 

Sagarôs TV serial Ramayan. 

Colin Powell : first Black US secretary of state. 

 Dr Madhavan Krishnan Nair  : an eminent Oncologist and the founding director of the Regional Cancer Centre (RCC) 

 

SPORTS 

¶ The Olympic bronze medal-winning Indian hockey players, Rupinder Pal Singh, S V Sunil and Birendra Lakra have 

announced their retirement from international hockey. 

¶ FC Goa beat Mohammedan Sporting to win their maiden Durand Cup football title, 1-0, in the final, held 

at Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan, Kolkata. 

¶ In a historic moment in womenôs cricket, Smriti Mandhana became the first Indian woman to score a Test hundred 

on Australian soil. 

¶ At the 2021 World Wrestling Championships, Indian wrestler Anshu Malik  created history as she became the first 

Indian women finalist at the World Championship, and also the first female player from India to claim a silver medal. 

¶ FIFA unveils ñIbhaò mascot of Indiaôs 2022 U-17 Womenôs World Cup.  

o ñIbhaò : an Asiatic lioness representing women power. 

¶ Irelandôs woman cricketer óAmy Hunterô becomes youngest (aged 16) batter to hit ODI hundred . (previously the 

record was held by Indiaôs Mithali Raj). 

¶ 15-year-old Divya Deshmukh became Indiaôs 21st Woman Grand Master (chess) after achieving her 2nd 

International Master (IM) at Grand Master (GM) in Budapest, Hungary. 

¶ India  beat Nepal, 3-0, to win the 2021 SAFF Championship final title, held on October 16, 2021, at the National 

Football Stadium in Male, Maldives. This is the eighth SAFF Championship title claimed by the Indian menôs national 

football team. Top Scorer in the championship Sunil Chhetri (Captain) ï 5 goals.  

¶ Former Indian batter, Rahul Dravid has been appointed as Team Indiaôs head coach  succeeding Ravi Shastri. 

¶ Australian fast bowler James Pattinson has retired from international cricket. 

¶ Ryan ten Doeschate, the 41-year-old Cricket all-rounder from the Netherlands, announced retirement 

from International Cricket. 

¶ China won Uber Cup and Indonesia won Thomas Cup 

o Note : Uber (womenôs) and Thomas Cup (Menôs) are the biennial international badminton championship 

played by the women and menôs national teams of the members of the Badminton World Federation. 

 

IPL 2021 won by Chennai Super Kings 

¶ Chennai Super Kings (CSK) has defeated Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) in the finals to win the 2021 Indian Premier 

League (IPL) title. 

¶ This was the 14th edition of IPL which is an India-based Cricket league in 20-20 format. This was the 4th win 

of Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in IPL, having previously won the tournament in 2010, 2011, and 2018.  

Here are some important points from exam point of view: 

¶ M.S. Dhoni is the captain of CSK the winning team. 



                                     www.ranaacademyshimla.com           contact no. 7018596250, 9805332278    
        
¶ Eoin Morgan is the captain of the Runner up team i.e Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR). He is from England. 

¶ The first half of IPL was played in India, while the second half was played in UAE. The finals were held at Dubai 

International Stadium. 

¶ Player of the Tournament: Harshal Patel (RCB) 

¶ Highest Run Scorer (Orange Cap): Ruturaj Gaikwad  (CSK) (635 runs) 

¶ Highest Wicket Taker (Purple Cap): Harshal Patel (RCB) (32 wickets) 

¶ Mumbai Indians team has won the IPL title highest number of times, i.e 5 times. 

¶ Ahmedabad and Lucknow are the two new teams that will be part of the Indian Premier League 

(IPL)  from 2022. Hence taking the total number of teams in the competition to ten. 

¶ RP-Sanjiv Goenka Group (RPSG) is the owner of the Lucknow team while CVC Capital Partners is the owner 

of the Ahmedabad team. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS  

1st October  : International Day of Older Persons 

¶ Theme 2021: Digital Equity for All Ages 

( other days observed on October 1 : International 

Coffee Day, World vegetarian day) 

2nd October, 2021 :  152nd birth anniversary of Mahatma 

Gandhi. 

Á The International Day of Non-Violence is observed 

on 2nd October. 

Á Note : India also pays tribute to Lal Bahadur 

Shastri on the same day every year because Shastri 

was also born on 2nd October. 

October 5 : óGanga River Dolphin Dayô  

Á The Gangetic Dolphins are included under the First 

Schedule of Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972. 

October 7 : World Cotton Day. 

October 8
th

 : Indian Air Force Day 

October 9
th

 : World Post Day 

Á Note : In India, the National Postal Day is 

celebrated annually on 10 October. 
October 9

th
  : World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD)   

Á It is officially celebrated twice in a year since it 

started in 2006. Firstly it is held on the Second 

Saturday of May and again on the Second Saturday 

of October. 
Á theme for 2021 WMBD is ñSing, Fly, Soar ï Like a 

Bird!ò 
10th October    : World Mental Health Day  (Theme : 

óMental health in an unequal worldô). 

11th October : International Day of the Girl Child   

Á Theme :  ñDigital generation. Our generationò. 

14th October   : International E -Waste Day  

¶ Note : E-Waste is short for Electronic-Waste and the 

term is used to describe old, end-of-life or discarded 

electronic appliances. It includes their components, 

consumables, parts and spares. 

15 October  : International Day of Rural Women. 

Á Theme : ñRural women cultivating good food for 

allò. 

October 16th : World Food Day  

¶ It is celebrated every year to commemorate the date 

of the founding of the United Nations (UN) Food and 

Agriculture Organisation in 1945. (FAO is 

a specialised agency of the UN that leads 

international efforts to defeat hunger). 

21st October  : The anniversary of the formation of 

the Azad Hind Government is celebrated on this day every 

year. 

October 23 :  International Snow Leopard Day. 

October  24 : United Nations Day  

¶ The year 2021 marks the 76th anniversary of the 

United Nations and its founding Charter. 

October  24 : World Polio Day (Theme : ñDelivering on a 

Promise.ò ) 

October 27 : óInfantry Dayô.  

October 29  : International Internet Day  

¶ Charley Kline, a student programmer at 

the University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA), transmitted the first-ever electronic 

message óLOô on October 29, 1969. 

October 31 : Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or National Unity Day 

¶ It  is observed every year on October 31 since 

2014, to commemorate the birth anniversary of the 

Iron Man of India, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

 

 

STATEôS NEWS 

 

¶ Himachal Pradesh becomes 1st state to begin organised cultivation of dalchini. The CSIRôs Institute of Himalayan 

Bioresource Technology (IHBT) has introduced cinnamon cultivation in Himachal Pradesh on a pilot basis. 

¶ Andhra Pradesh govt launched the óSwechhaô program to ensure affordable access to health and menstrual hygiene in 

adolescent girls and women. The state government will provide good quality branded sanitary napkins to female students at 

government educational institutions free of cost. 

¶ Indiaôs first e-fish market App Fishwaale launched in Assam. 

¶ The state government of Maharashtra has launched a special Covid-19 vaccination drive named as Mission Kavach 

Kundal, with the target of inoculating 15 lakh people everyday. 

¶ Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal has launched óDesh ke mentorô programme under which students of Delhi government 

schools will be provided guidance on career choices by citizens who are successful in their respective fields. 

¶ Facing farmersô protests over new farm laws for over a year now, the Haryana government has banned the participation of 

its employees in politics and elections. 

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/important-facts-for-prelims-22nd-march-2019
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/important-facts-for-prelims-22nd-march-2019
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¶ Indiaôs 1st Atal Community Innovation Center (ACIC) was inaugurated at Vivekananda Global University, Jaipur (VGU). 

¶ Varanasi of Uttar Pradesh will become the first city in India to use ropeway services in public transportation. Overall, 

Varanasi will be the third city in the world after Bolivia and Mexico City to use ropeway in public transportation. 

¶ The government of Madhya Pradesh (MP) has announced the implementation of the scheme óóMukhyamantri Ration Apke 

Dwar Yojanaò, which will start from November 2021. 

¶ Under this scheme, the ration will be provided at the doorstep of the villagers where there are no Fair Price Shops (FPS). 

¶ In Punjab, Chief Minister Charanjit Channi launched a new scheme titled óMera Ghar Mere Naamô, which aims to confer 

proprietary rights on the people living in the houses within the óLal Lakirô of villages and the cities. 

¶ The land area which is a part of the village habitation and is used for non-agriculture purposes only is known as Lal Lakir. 

¶ Chhattisgarh govt virtually launched a new scheme named óShri Dhanwantri Generic Medical Store schemeô to provide low-

cost generic medicines and enable seamless healthcare services to the vulnerable people of the state. 

¶ The Uttar Pradesh government has decided to rename the Faizabad Junction to Ayodhya Cantt railways station. 

¶ Indiaôs 1st State government-owned Wildlife DNA testing analysis laboratory inaugurated by Maharashtra Govt at Regional 

Forensic Science Laboratory (RFSL) in Nagpur, Maharashtra. 

¶ Maharashtra became 1st state to pass its own Wildlife Action Plan 2021-30 

¶ Goa has achieved Open Defecation Free (ODF) and Electricity for every household.  

¶ Uttarakhand gets Indiaôs largest aromatic garden in the Nainital district.  

 

MISCELLANEOUS (in News) 

 

¶ South Korea recently launched its first indigenously developed rocket, known as ñKorean Satellite Launch Vehicle IIò or 

ñNuriò. 

¶ China successfully launched a new satellite named Shijian-21. The satellite will be used to test and verify space debris 

mitigation technologies. 

¶ France launched Military Communications Satellite ñSyracuse 4Aò. 

¶ South Korea inaugurated Worldôs Largest Hydrogen Fuel Cell Power Plant (óShinincheon Bitdream Fuel Cell Power 

Plantô ). 

¶ The Tamil -language drama film Koozhangal (internationally translated as Pebbles), has been selected as Indiaôs official 

entry for the 94th Academy Awards (Oscars 2022). 

¶ The film has been directed by filmmaker Vinothraj PS and produced by Vignesh Shivan and Nayanthara. The 94th 

Academy Awards are scheduled to take place in Los Angeles, on March 27, 2022. 

¶ Recently, the Ministry of Jal Shakti has launched a Heli-Borne Survey Technology for water management in the arid 

areas of Rajasthan. 

¶ Drought fueled by climate change has dropped Lake Tahoe in the US below its natural level of water and halted flows into 

the Truckee River. 

¶ Germany launches Worldôs First Self-Driving Train . 

¶ India  completed 100 crore doses of COVID-19 vaccines on 21st October, in about 9 months since the drive began. 

¶ The iconic Indian comic book cartoon character, Chacha Chaudhary, whose brain works faster than a computer, has been 

declared as the official mascot for the centrally-sponsored NamamiGangeProgramme. 

¶ Director-producer Imtiaz Ali  has been roped in as the ambassador of the Russian Film Festival in India. 

¶ Indiaôs first ótest tubeô Banni buffalo calf born in Gujarat. ñBanniò is a breed of buffaloes, found primarily in Gujaratôs 

Kutch region 

¶ The famed white onion of Alibag in Maharashtraôs Raigad district was given the Geographical Indication (GI) 

tag bringing worldwide recognition to its unique sweet taste, no-tears factor, as well as its medicinal properties. 

¶ The unique clove spice grown in the hills of Kanyakumari  district in Tamil Nadu has been awarded a geographical 

indication (GI ) as óKanyakumari cloveô. 

¶ Hyderabad Cricket Association unveiled Worldôs biggest cricket bat. 

¶ The bat measures 56.10 feet, weighs 9-tonnes and is made of poplar wood. This was to convey best wishes to the 

Indian cricket team and bring back the T-20 World Cup in Dubai. 

 


