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INTERNATIONAL / WORLD NEWS

India re-elected to UN Human Rights Council
A Indiahas been relected to thénited Nations Human Rights Council (UNHR®) a sixth term on October 14, 2021
with an overwhelming majority.
A Thenew threeyear term of India will be effective fromlanuary 2022 to December 2024ndia received. 84 votesf
the 193 votes cast in the election.
A United Natiors Human Rights Coundibunded in 15 March 2006(HeadquartersGeneva Switzerland).

fiJoint Sea 20210
A Jointnaval exercisedetween Russiaand ChinaheldatRu s si a6s Pet anthe$Sehaf Jafan.eat Gu

High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People

A Recently, India joined thiligh Ambition Coalition (HAC) for Nature and People.

India is the first of th&RICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) to join the HAC.

HAC is an intergovernmental groughampioning a global deal for nature and people thahalrhe accelerating loss of]

species, and protect vital ecosysteahet are the source of our economic siguit waslaunched in 201%y Costa

Rica, FranceandBritain. It is co-chaired by Costa RicandFranceand theOcean cechairbelongs to thénited

Kingdom.

A Aim: To promote an international agreemémprotect at least 30% of the world's land and odsa2030(Global 30x30
target).

> >

State of emergency in Ecuador
T Ecuador 6 sGuilkme kassthasrdéclared a 6@ay state of emergency in tBeuth American country, due to
therise in violent drug crimes.

Barbados elects its firstever president

1 Barbadosas elected its firstver president as it prepares to become a republic, removing Queen Elizabeth as h

state.

1 Dame Sandra Mason(aged 72), is set to be sworn in on 30 November, which will mark the u n t5Btty @
anniversary of independencefrom Britain.

1 Note: Barbados is located orth Americacontinent

Nepat India rail link
A First stretch of rail link between Nepal and India r eady to r esume o rfirsttebhee broad i
gauge passenger servigdainagaBijalpuraBardibas railway project).

6th Foreign Ministers Meeting of CICA : held in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan
1 Recently, the External Affairs Ministe3. Jaishankaraddressed the 6Ministerial (2021)meeting otthe Conference
on Interaction and ConfidenceBuilding Measures(CICA) in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan.
1 Last yearKazakhstarassumed thehairmanship of CICA.
1 The5th Meetingof the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the CICA whsld in Beijing in the year 2016.
1

ead

About CICA : It is anintergovernmatal forum aimedat strengthening regional cooperation and ensuring peace, security,

and stability in Asia. The CIC/Secretariahas been located limaty (Kazakhstan) since June 2006.

North Korea test fired Ballistic Missile
1 Recently, North Korea fired Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile (SLBKtdpm off its East Coast.
1 North Korea idharred (banned) from testing ballistic missiles and nuclear weapales international law.

Conc e iNew Quad 6
1 Recently, thd-oreign Ministers oindia, the US, Israel and the UAEconcluded a virtual meeting. The meeting is
strongmanifestation of the changes West Asian geopoliticsand formation ofinother Quad like grouping in the
Middle East

1 Note : India, US, Australia and Japanare members oQuad which have common concerns and shared interests i

East Asia

EATFE Grey List : new updates
Recently,th&i nanci al Action Task For cegn &ydTiF9't iGnectraei anseedd H
The FATF al sograay oluidadandMaji dne Sufiey .
Botswana and Mauritius had beeriaken out of the grey list.

Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
o lItis aninter-governmental bodyestablished i1989during theG7 Summitin Paris.
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o I't assesses the s tmoreylayrdéringeanhd asterror dinancing fnarbesvorka, mawever it
does not go by individual cases.

0 Headquarters: Its Secretariat is located at tBeganisation for Economic Cooperation angd
Developmen{OECD) headquarters iRaris.

0 Member Countriess The FATF curently has39 membersincluding two regional organisations
the European CommissionandGulf Cooperation Council. India is a memberof the FATF.

Lists under FATF:

0 Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and enomegsringare put
in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist.

o Black List: Countries known alNlon-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCBs¢ put in the blacklist.
These countries supportrter funding and money laundering activities. The FATF revises the blacklist
regularly, adding or deleting entries. Currenthtpn and Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DP&i)
under Highrisk Jurisdiction or black list.

1 SessionsTheFATF Plenary is the decision making bodyof the FATF. It meetthree times per year

Uighur Muslims
1 Recently,43 countries(including USA) have signed a declaration, calling on China to ensure full respect for the rule of

law for theMuslim Uighurcommunity in Xinjiang.The declaration accused Chinahofman rightwiolations and ethnic

cleansingagainst the Uighur Muslims.

| ndi_a 6 sThesindianngdvernment hasaintained near silence on the Uighur crisis.

Uighur Muslims : The Uighurs are a prechinantlyMuslim minority Turkic ethnic group, whose origins can be traced

to Central and East Asia. The Uighurs are considered to be one 55 toficially recognized ethnic minority

communities in China. However, China recognises the community oalyexgonal minority and rejects that they are an

indigenous group. Currentlyhe largest population of the Uighur ethnic communitylives in the Xinjiang region of

China.

1 A significant population of Uighurs also lives in the neighbouring Central Asiantriesinsuch atJzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.

1 Xinjiang is technically an autonomous region within Chinad its largest region, rich in minerals, asldaring
borders with eight countries including India, Pakistan, Russia and Afghanistan.

=A =4

Chi _n a 6Bordé baw
T Recentl vy, Chi naods thew borderllaghatucalls on hhatate aadi noilipaty éodsafeguard territory
and Acombat hanhyuadesmine Chinads territorial cl ai mg.
1 China's Border Disputes China has a 22,1&Kilometerland border with 14 countries It hasresolved the boundary
disputes with 12 neighbourfdia and Bhutan are the two countries with which Chinayst to finalise the border
agreements.

New Zealand passes climate change disclosure laws for financial firmsworld first
A New Zealand Parliament has passed Higancial Sector (Climaterelated Disclosures and Other Matters)
Amendment Bill.
A With this,New Zealand has become the first country in the world to have a climatelated disclosure lawin place.
What is the purpose of the Bill?
A The bill requires banks, insurers, firms and investment managers to report the impacts of climate change pn th
business.
A The firms will :
0 -assess their own investments and also evaluate the companies they are lending moneynt® of their
environmental impact.
o -will disclose how they would manage climatdated risks and opportunities.
o0 These disclosures wild/l be based on standards fj|r ol
Reporting Board (XRB).
A Thesedisclosures will become mandatory from beginning of Financial Year 2023

PM Modi participates 18th ASEAN-India summit virtually
1 Prime Minister of IndiaNarendra Modhas attended thE8th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAMNia
Summitvirtually. This was th@th ASEAN-India Summit attended by PM Modi.
1 The Summit was held under thkairmanship of the Sultan ofBrunei.

NATIONAL

iWaste toPoelalth?o
1 Thegovernment of Indidas launched web portal calledi Wa st e t @to evmraceé dodpation for sustainable
development through economy and community participation.
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Kushinagar International Airport in UP

Thewor | doés | ar g enmde um ekhadioctoth,has lbeenmaigstalled ireh, Ladakhpn the occasion of
the152nd birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on October 02, 2021.

The Khadi national flag was inaugurated by Ladakh Lieutenant GovRiiddathur . The flag is made by Khadi Dyers
and Printers based in Mumbai which is affiliated to the Khadi Village and imesiSilommission.

Thetricolour is 225-feet long and 156feet wide It weighs around,000 kg

The flag has been prepared by the 57 Engineer Regiment of the Indian Army.

The flag is thdargest handwoven and handspun cotton khadi flag ever manufactured imdia.
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Garuda App

il
il

Hanle
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Prime MinisteNarendra Modhasinaugurated the Kushinagar International Airpom Uttar Pradeshlhe airport has
been built at an estimated costRx. 260 croreby the Airport Authority of India. Besideg, has thdongest runway in
Uttar Pradesh.

It will facilitate domestic & international pilgrims to visit theMahaparinirvanasthalof Lord Buddhan Kushinagar.
Kushinagar is the finatesting place of Gautama Buddha where he attained Mahaparinirvaatier his death. The
airport will help in boosting tourism on the Buddhist circuit.

Thefirst international flight at the Kushinagar International Airport landed from Colombo , Sri Lanka, carrying a
Sri Lankan delegation of over a hundred Buddhist Monldighitaries.

Now the number of airports handling passenger flights in Uttar Pradesh has increased to 9.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has launchedthe Garuda app for digital mapping of all polling stations,
to ensure faster, smartertransparent and timely completion of election work.

Through the Garuda app, Booth Level Officers (BLO) will upload photos and location information of the pc
stations, along with data like latitude and longitude of the centre, from their registeréel mumibers. The app will also
help in reducing the paperwork.

A recent study said that thedian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) located atHanle near Leh in Ladakh is
becoming one of thpromising observatory sitesglobally. This is due to itadvantages of more clear nights, minimg
light pollution, background aerosol concentration, extremely dry atmospheric condition, and uninterrupted by mon|
About the study

Astronomers are constantly searching for ideal locations around the worldddHaiil next big telescope based on loc
meteorological data collected over many years. Researchers ledlhgitirelInstitute of Astrophysics (11A), Bangalgre
carried out a detailed study of the nighttime cloud cover fraction over 8 high altituderaibses, including three in
India. The Indian locations include Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAOHaimle and MerakLadakh),
andDevasthalNainital) in India.

What are the key findings of the study :The researchers found that the Hanle site idrgsas theAtacama

da

nlling

al
soon.

51

Desertin Chileandmuch drier than Devasthal in Nainitdlhe Hanle has around 270 clear nights in a year and is also

one of the emerging sites for infrared and -suln optical astronomy. This is because water vapour absd
electromagnic signals and reduces their strength.

About Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO) : It is located in Hanle near Leh in Ladakh. It is operated bynittien
Institute of AstrophysicBangaloreThe IAO currently hosts Telescopes such asHimealayan Chadra Telescope,
GROWTHIndia Telescope, High Altitude Gamma Ray Telescope.

Indian Space Association (ISpA)

> >>>r

>

Centre enhances powers of BSF

Recently, the Prime Minister has launchedltidian Space Association (ISp&Aja video conferencing.

ISpA will act as ssinglewindow and independent agencyn matters related to space technology.

ISpA aspires to be theollective voice of the Indian Space industry. ISpA willrbpresented by leading domestic and
global corporationsthat have advanced capabilities in space and satelliiadigies.

ISpA will undertakePolicy Advocacyand engage with all stakeholders in the Indian Space domain, including
Government and its Agencies, to make India-sglant, technologically advanced and a leading player in the sp
arena.

ISpA will alsowork towards building global linkagdsr the Indian space industtg bring in critical technology and
investmentsinto the country to create more high skill jobs.

il
f
f

The Centre has issued a notification declaring the esxparof the jurisdiction of thBorder Security For¢8SF).
What does the natification say?

The Union Home Ministry has increased the powers of the Border Security Force (BSF) to arrest, search and sei:
50 km from the international boundary in Assam, West Bengal and Puggalier, this range was 15 km.

Moreover, the border stretch under BSFdnjarat has beerreduced to 50 km from 80 km earlierwhile the area
remains the same in Rajasthan at 50 km
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IEA invites India to become full-time member

Furthe, such operational powers of the BSF will also be applicable tttien Territories of Jammu and Kashmir

and Ladakh andfive northeastern states of Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland and MeghalayaBut no such
area limit has been prescribed for thesges.

Note : UnderArticle 355,theCent re can dep
internal disturbance, 0 even when the s
receive centralorces.

y its forces to prot
te concerned does not

il

PM launches?7 defence PSUs carved out of OFBCorporatisation of OFB)

Thelnternational Energy Agency (IEAjas invitedndia, t he wolardest énsrgytcdnsumet, to become its fu
time member. Currently, India is associate member of IEA.
What will happen if In dia accepts the proposal of IEA?

ect

If India accepts the proposal of IEA, then India needsise its strategic oil reserves to 90 days requirement | ndi a

current strategic oil reserves equal 9.5 days of its requirement.

About IEA: It is anautonomous Intergovernmental Organisation established in 1974 in Paris, France. It has 30 memb

countries.
A candidate country to the IEAwust bea member country of theOrganisation for Economic CGoperation and
DevelopmentQECD).

il
il

Countryés first onOaurched by®dpartmént of Bioteshootody i

The Prime Minister has inaugurateeiven new defence public sector undertakings(DPBidsjporated after the
dissolution of the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB).

Corporatisation of OFB : its 41 factesacross the countrydissolved into sevemew Defence Public Sector
Undertakings (DPSU).The newly created entitiege 100% owned by the government

What are the seven new DPSUs?

Munitions India Limited, Armoure®/ehicles Nigam Limited, Advanced Weapons and Equipment India Limited, Tr
Comforts Limited, Yantra India Limited, India Optel Limited, and Gliders India Limited.

( Note : The first Indian ordnance factory was set up inythar 1712by the Dutch Compangs aGunPowder Factory,
West BengalHQ of OFB was in Kolkata).

Recent steps towards SelReliance in Defence Sector:

91 Corporatisation of OFB

1 Revised FDI Limit TheForeign Direct Investment (FDIimit in defencemanufacturingunder automaticoute
is raised from 49%o0 74%.

9 Defence Industrial CorridoiThe government has proposed to estalighDefence Industrial Corridors in Utta
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu each.

1 Project Management Unit (PMUThe government is expected to begin tiomeind defence procurement a

faster decision making by setting up a Project Management Unit (fmacbmanagement purposes).

The Defence Acquisition Procedure (DAP) 2028s been unveiled.

Reduction in Defere Import Bill The government wilhotify a listof weapons/platforms banned for impo

and thus such items can only be giaged from the domestic market.

1 Separate budget provisiéor domestic capital procurement.

= =
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Geospatial Energy Map of India

The Department of Biotechnology has |l aunched a 60n
One Health Consortium has been launched to carry out surveillance of important viral, bacterial, & parasitic infec
zoonotic and transboundary pathogens in India.

The consortium will also look into the use of existing diagnostic tests and the development of additional method
to conduct surveillance and understand the spread of emerging diseases.

Organisationsuncke r 6 One He al t: e H&tWhnCersartium ecomprises 27 organisations and is led by
DBT-National Institute of Animal Biotechnologidyderabad
What is One Health Approach?

One Health is an approach that recogntbes the health of human beings is connected to the health of animals an
environment. Hence, it aims to design and implement programmes, policies, legislation and research in a way i
multiple sectors communicate and work together to achietterlpiblic health outcomes.

il
f
f

Recently NITI Aayoglauncheda comprehensiv&eographic Information Systen®[S)-based Geospatial Energy May
of India.

It is developedby theNITI Aayog in collaboration witHndian Space Research Organisatit8R0O) with the support
of Energy Ministries.

It provides a holistic picture of all energy resourgEthe country.
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Fighting Drug menace

1 Recently, the Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry Basmmmended that thdational Fund to Control Drug
Abuse should be used to carry oute-addiction programmes rather than just policing activities.

1 A proposal tadecriminalise possession of small quantities of dragsdefined in th8larcotic Drugs andPsychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act, 198%d also been sent to the Department of Revenue under the Finance MDisteyit is
approvedpersons caught with small quantities of drémspersonal usean be directed to rehabstead of being
prosecutednd sent to jail.

Key Points

1 National Fund to Control Drug: The fund was created in accordance with a provision oNDIS Actand had a

nominal corpus oRs. 23 crore.Under the NDPS Act, theale proceeds of any property forfeitgglants made by any
person and institution, and income from the investments of the fund, go towards thel fiinéct states that tHand
would be used to combat illicit trafficking of narcotics, rehabilitating addicts, and preventing drug abuse.

Drug Addiction in India: The menace ofirug addictiorhasspread fast among the youthindia.

India is sandwiched between two largest Opium producing regionsf the world that is th&olden triangle on one
side and the Golden crescent on other.

0 Thegolden triangle area comprise§hailand, Myanmar, Vietnam and Laos

0 Thegolden crescenarea include®akistan, Afghanistan and Iran

=a =4

P M& s-PotiDAction Plan
1 Recently, the Centre has prepared a comprehef8ipeint action plan
1 The action plan is targeted specific ministries andepartmentdyut a closer analysis suggests they fall urtleadly
three buckets
o leveraging IT and technology for governance.
0 Iimproving business climate.
o upgrading the civil servicegMission Karamyog) - training of officers on various aspectsiofrastructure in
both the Centre and states, infusion of expertise and exposure to latest technologies for higher civil serviges.)

Justice Raveendran Committee
1 Recently, theSupreme Court (SG)as appointed an expert committee (to be overseen by edrefirex court judge ,
Justice Raveendran Committéethe Pegasus case
1 Under the case, the Union Government is alleged to havespgeare for surveillance on private citizens.

GDAM
1 The Union Minister of Power & New and Renewable Energy has lauribbedreen Day Ahead Market (GDAM).
1 GDAM is a marketplace thatwill enable electricity generation and distribution compangesuy or sell renewable
energythrough open access a dayahead basis.
1 NOTE : India is theonly large electricity marketin the world to implement &reen Day Ahead Market
(GDAM) exclusively for renewable energy.

Mullaperiyar Dam
1 Recently, theSupreme Courtasdirected the Supervisory Committee take an immediate and firm decision o
themaximum water levethat can be maintaideatMullaperiyar danamidst torrential rains in Kerala.

1 TheMinistry of Jal Shakthas constituted tnreemember Supervisory Committée settle the issue of Mullaperiyar dam
between Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

Centre of a Decadesld Dispute:

o For Keralawhere it is situated, the dam presentsraat to lakhs living downstream,

o For Tamil Nadywhich controls the dam, the water it provides islifieéine of people in five districts.
Reasons for Recent Revival of the Dispute

1 Recentlyheavy rains have aneased water flown Mullaperiyar dam. The excess water from Mullaperigan flow to
downstream Idukki reservgiwhichcan lead to floods.

1 TheSC in 201&had agreed that theater level in the Mullaperiyareservoir should be maintained two or three fegt
below the permissible limit of 142 feas an immediate precaution to guard against floods or other disasters.

1 Mullaperiyar Dam is located on theonfluence of the Mullayar and Periyar rivarsK e r a | ak&i glistrictd The
reservoir iswithin thePeriyar Tiger Reservat is operated and maintained by Tamil Nadufor meeting the drinking
water and irrigation requirements of five of its southern distritsording to 8999 year lease agreementnade during
British rule the operational rights were handed over to Tamil Nadu.

Pneumococcall3 Conjugate Vaccine
A Recently, thdJnion Health Ministehas launched nationwide expansion of Pneumococcal @alent Conjugate
Vaccine (PCV)with an aimto reduce under 5 mortalitiescaused due tpneumonia
It was launched under théniversal Immunisation Programme (UIP)as a part ofAzadi ka Amrit Mahotsavé .
It was for thdfirst time in the country that PCV would be available faniversal use.
PneumococcalConjugate Vaccine (PCV):

> > >
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o A Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccioentaining 13 different strains of the bacterium Streptococgus
pneumoniaeysed in children and studied in patients with impaird immune system for the preventign of

pneumococcal disease.
o Conjugate accinesare made using a combination of two different components.
A Pneumococcal Disease:
o About: Itis a bacterial infection caused Byreptococcus pneumoniasometimes known as pneumococcus.
o Symptoms Thesebacteria can cause many types of illnesged ding pneumonia, which is an infection of the
lungs. Pneumococcal bacteria amee of the most common causegpoéumonia.

v

o Vulnerable Population: Children under 2 years of age, people with certain medical conditions, adults 65 years

or older, and cigarettemokers are at the highest risk.
o Status in India: In India,around 16% of deatt@mong tildren occur due to pneumonia.

A Pneumonia igontagiousand can be spread through coughing or sneezing. It can also be spread through fluids, lik

blood duringchildbirth, or from contaminated surfaces.
Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP):

A Thelmmunization Programme in Indi@as introduced i1978as6 Ex panded Pr ogr a mme bydHe || mi
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
A In 1985 the Programmeas modifieda® Uni ver s al Il mmuni zéa.ti on Programme | (U
A Features UIP prevents mortality and morbidity children and pregnant womagainst 12 vaccinepreventable
diseases.
POLITY (Articles or Sections in News)
First Sports Arbitration Centre of India at Ahmedabad
1 The Union Minister of Law and Justid€iren Rijiju has inaugurated thefirst Sports Arbitration Centre of
Indiaat Ahmedabad in Gujarat.
9 This Sports Arbitration Centre of India (SACI) wderve as an independent body to fast track disites in the sports
sectorand serve as a mechanism to redress issues related to sports.
Renunciation of Indian citizenship now simpler
A Context: New guidelines introduced blinistry of Home Affairs (MHA)to simplify the process of renunciation of
citizenship for Indians who wish to do so.
A Some of the simplified provisions in the new guidelines incluffdoading of documents online and completion of
the process of renunciation within60 days
A The new form also hasmovision mandating the Indian citizenitalicate theeasonfor renouncing the citizenship
A The uploaded documents have to be submitted to the District Magistraten case of citizen living in India or an
Indian Mission abroadlhe applicant will be interewed before issuing the final certificate
A Also, the guidelines specify that as per @itizenship act, 1955 every mi nor child of |th
ceases to be a citizen of I ndiabo.
A Concern with the guidelines The guidelines are not clear rifinors would also lose citizenship if only one of the
parents gives up her/his Indian citizenship.
NGT6 s-M&wRbwers
A Recently, the Supreme Court has declared\tlet i o n a | Greenpdsi buomal ds &@NGUMi g

with suo motulon its own motion or without an petition by someopejversto take up environmental issues across the

country.

Jammu & Kashmir Public Safety Act (PSA), 1978
T Ahead of the Home Ministero6s visit, ar ouwhnldnmiandKashend
(J&K) and a few under the stringefammu & Kashmir Public Safety Act (PSA), 19@8preventive detention law)

1 About PSA: Under PSA, an individualan be detained on the basis of an executive order for a maximum of two years,

without trial, if their act is prejudicial to the security of the State or the maintenance of public Dedention order
is passed either by tHaivisional Commissioner or the District Magistrate.
1 Challenging the Detention The only way thedministrativepreventive detentionrdercan be challengeds through

ahabeas corpusetition filed by relatives of the detained persdme High Court and the Supreme Court have
t

jurisdictionto hear such petitionsand pass a final order seeking quastofighe PSA.The detained person does nd

have the right to move a bail application before the court, and cannot engage any lawyer to represent him or her bef

the detaining authority.

National Human Rights Commission
1 The28th anniversary of theNational Human Rights CommissigNHRC) was observed oh2th October 2021
1 NHRC is awatchdog of human rights in the countiye. the rights related to life, liberty, equality and dignity of th
individual guaranteed by Indian Constitution or embodieth& international covenants and enforceable by courts
India.

n
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1 Establishment : Established onl2th October, 1993 underProtection of Human Rights Act (PHRA),1993 It
wasamended byhe Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006 and Human Righitsr{@ment) Act, 2019

1 Key Members: It is a multtmember body consisting of éhairman and four members. A person who has been
the Chief Justice of Indiar a judge of th&upreme Couris a chairman.

1 Appointment : The chairman and members appointed byte Presidenton therecommendations of a sixnember
committee consisting of the Prime Minister as its head, $ipeaker of the Lok Sabhtihe Deputy Chairman of the Rajy3
Sabha, leaders of the Opposition in bothHloeises of Parliamemind the Union Hom#linister.

1 Tenure : The chairman and members hold offfoe a term ofthree years or until they attain the age of 70
years,whichever is earlier.

1 ThePresident can remove the chairmamr any member from the office under some circumstances.

1 Role andFunction 1 Limitation on powers

1 It bhas all thegowers of a civil court and 1 The functions of the commission ar&inly
its proceedings have a judicial character. recommendatoryin nature.

1 Itis empowered tatilise the services of any officer ¢
investigation agency of the Central government or 1 It has no power to punish the violators of
state governmeribr the pupose of investigating human rights, nor to award any relief includin
complaints of human rights violation. monetary relief to the victim.

1 It can look into a mattemwithin one year of its 9 It haslimited role powers and jurisdictiowith
occurrence, i.e the Commissionnigt empowered tq respect to the violation of human rights by t
inquire into any matter after the expiry of o members of tharmed forces
yearfrom the date on which the act constitgti 1 It isnot empowered to act when human rig
violation of human rights is alleged to have bg violations througtprivate parties take place.
committed.

ECONOMY NEWS

Pandora Papers Leak

1
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In news: There are at least 380 persons of Indian nationality in the Pandora Papers. The papers consist of as m
million documents from 14 companies in offshore tax havens with details of ownership of 29,000 offshore comj
and Trusts.

What are the Pandora Papers?

These are the leaked files from 14 global corporate services firms which set up abouto#j@®8helf
companiesandprivate trustsn obscure tax jurisdictions and in countries such as Singapore, New Zealand, ar
United States, for clients across the world.

These documents relate to the wultimate ownership
investments including cash, shareholding, and real estate properties, held by the offshore entities.

The trusts are set up in knowax havensuch Samoa, Belize, Panama, and the British Virgin Islands, or in Singapo
New Zealand which offer relative tax advantages, or even South Dakota in the US, the biggest economy.

What do the Pandora Papers reveal?

The Pandora Papers reveal how the rich, the famous and the notseioug,complex muHiayered trust structurder
estate planning, in jurisdictions which are loosely regulated for tax purposes, but characteriz¢ig)tysaicrecy laws.
The purpos for which trusts are set up are many is-fold:

to hide their real identities and distance themselves from the offshore entities so that it becomes near impossibl
tax authorities to reach them and

to safeguard investmends cash, shareholdingeeal estate, art, aircraft, and yachtdrom creditors and law enforcers.
What is a trust?

A trust can be described as a fiduciary arrangement where a third party, referred to as the trustee, holds assets
of individuals or organizations thateato benefit from it.

It is generally used for estate planning purposes and succession planning. It helps large business families to cg
their asset® financial investments, shareholding, and real estate property.

A trust comprises three key pag S @&t td6loomred who sets up, c trest@édde sne who holda
the assets for the benefit of beanefeiaiedd otd whpmretbepbenefits mfatha
assets are bequeathed.

A trust isnot a separatlegal entity b ut its legal nature comes from
@ r ot ewha hagtlie powers to supervise the trustee, and even remove the trustee and appoint a new one.

Is setting up a trust in India, or one offshorefoutside the country, illegal?

No.

The Indian Trusts Act, 1888jves legal basis to the concept of trusts.

While Indian laws do not see trusts as a legal person/ entity, they do recognise the trudiligation of the truste®
manage andusetheasse settled in the trust for the benefit
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1 India also recognises offshore trusts i.e., trusts set up in other tax jurisdictions.
Why are trusts set up?

1 i). Maintain a degree of separatidBusinesspersons set up private offshore trusggdject a degree of separation from

their personal assets. This way, he insulates these assets from creditors.

9 ii). Hunt for enhanced secred@ffshore trusts offer enhanced secrecy to businesspersons, given their complex structure:

The IncomeTax Departmant in India can get to the ultimate beneficial owners only by requesting information with
financial investigation agency or international tax authority in offshore jurisdictions. The exchange of informatig
take months.

the
n car

9 iii). Avoid tax in the guis of planningBusinesspersons avoid their NRI children being taxed on income from their assets

by transferring all the assets to a trust. The ownership of the assets rests with the trust, and the son/ daughteabe
Obenefi ci ar yiytaka income from thattudt.e t o a

Tax Inspectors Without Borders Programme

A Recently, thdJnited Nations Development Program@NDP) and theOrganisation for Economic Cooperation and
Developmen{OECD), havelaunched the Tax Inspectors Without Bordd8\(B) Programme in Seychelles

A India has been chosen as the Partner Administratioand has provide@ax Expertfor this programme.

A Itis expected to be df2 months durationwherelndia aims to aid Seychellesn strengthening its tax administration

by trarsferring technical knoviow and skillgo its tax auditors through sharing of best audit practices. It focu
on Transfer Pricing casef tourism and financial services sectors.

PM MITRA Parks
A Recently, the Union Cabinet approved the setting upeeénMega Integrated Textile Region and Apparel(PM
MITRA) Parksat an outlay of Rs. 4,445 crore.

ing ol

Ses

A The MITRA parkaimsto integrate the entire textile value chain from spinning, weaving, processing/dyeing, printing to

garment manufacturing at one location.

Power Finance Corporation got 'Maharatna' Status
1 Recently, the government has accorded Mheharatna' status stateownedPower Finance Corporation (PFQGAn
order to this effect was issued by bepartment of Public Enterprises, under the Ministry of Finance
1 PFC has become tHdth public sector enterpriseto get thed Ma har at naé st ant joias the manks &f
other such companies likeNGC, Indian Oil CorporationSteel Authority of India Limited (SAILandBHEL among
others.
Criteria to get Mahartna status :
A companyshould be a Cetral Public Sector Enterprises CPSEs(having 51 % or more Govt stake.
A CPSEshould also have ldavratna status be listed on an Indian stock exchange.
iMahar at n granted to @a campanyhich has recordediore than Rs. 5,000 crore of net profit for three
consecutive yearsanaverage annual turnover of Rs. 25,000 croréor three yearsor should have an averaganual
net worth of Rs. 15,000 crordor three years. It should also havglobal operationsor footprints.
1 About PFC : Incorporated in 1986, PFC is tlergest infrastructure finance companydedicated to the power sector
under the administrative control of tMnistry of Power.
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Di-Ammonium Phosphate (DAP)
1 Farmers from severastates includindgrajasthanPunjah Haryana and Karnatakae facing a severe shortage @

fertilizers mainly ofDi-ammonium Phosphate (DABhead of th&kabi season.

Earlier, the government had increased the subsidy to 14@bAmmonium Phosphate (DARgrtiliser.

About DAP: DAP is thesecond most commonly used fertiliser in Indfter urea. Farmers normabyply this fertiliser

just before or at the beginning of sowjrag it ishigh in phosphorus (P) that stimulates root developmenDAP (46%

P, 18% Nitrogen) is the preferred source of Phosphorugor farmers. This isimilar toureg which is their preferred

nitrogenous fertiliser containing 46% N.

1 Cause of Shortage disruption in the global supply and logistic chain caused bpanelemic This hasalso led to a rise
in fertiliser prices globally.

f
f

Decline in Indian Tea Exports

1 Recently, the exports ¢éa from India registered declineof around 14.4% in the first seven months (Jamdaiy) of
2021 as compared to the same period in 2020.

1 TheCIS (Commonwealth of Independent States) block remained the largest impfortarat 24.14 million kilograms,
down from 30.53 million kilogrami the previous similar period.

1 The only exceptions atdSA and UAE where exports registered an incredse perod of 2021.

Reasons of Decline:

1 Exports tolran, which was once a big buyer of Indian tea, was lower due teatietions by the U.S.

1 The other prime reason i®n-availability of shipping containerswhich have become very expensive durin
the Covidtimes

1 Indian exports have suffered in the last tthoee years due to velyw prices of Kenyan and Sri Lankan tea.
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1 Exports toPakistan, a major market for Indian tea, have also stopped since the last three years following escalg
tension between the twamuntries.

Note : India is the largest consumerof tea in the world (AbouBB0% of it produced in India is sold for domesti

consumptiopand thesecond largest producenf tea in the worldChina is the largest producer.

HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE

Bhaskarabda: A Luni-Solar Calendar
1 Recently, theAssam Governmenthas announced thBhaskarabda, a Lu8olar Calendawill be used as an official
calendar.
Presently, the official calendar of Assam government makes use $fklaealendar and the Gregorian calendar.
However, theBhaskarabda calendar will also be ufedn now onwards. It is based both the phases of the moon an
the solar year
1 Note: Bhaskarabda, an era counted from the date of the ascensidtirafentury Iacal ruler Bhaskar Varmatt began
whenBhaskaravarman was crowned ruler of the Kamrupa kingddt#e was a contemporary and political ally g
northern Indian ruleHarshavardhana
1 Thegap between Bhaskarabda and Gregorian is 593 years.

f
f

Mount Harriet named Mount Manipur

1 Recently, the Union government h@mamed Mount Harriet of Andaman and Nicobar (A&N) Islands Mount
Manipur.

1 Mount Harriet, the third-highest island peak A&N Islands, whereMa ni pur 6 s Mahar aj aandd |
other freedom fighters wermprisoned during the Anglo-Manipuri war (1891). It has been renamed in a tribute t
those freedom fighters of Manipu

1 Manipur celebrateKhongjomDay on 23rd April in commemoration of the freedom fighters of An§lanipuri War.

Ram Katha Par kOuwenHeoHwandgokh g as

1 Recently, on the banks of the Sarayu in AyodhyaRbam Katha Park has been renovated which will benamed as
Queen Heo Hwangok memorial park. The Korean queen [zlieved to have had Indian roots.

1 In 2000, India and South Korea signed an agreement to deAgtmthya and Gimhae as sister cities

1 Earlier, in March 2021lindian Defence Minister and his South Korean counterpart inauguratdddibdorea
Friendship Parkn a ceremony at the Delhi Cantonment.

1 She was a Korean queen who is believed to have beerPhooess Suriratha of Ayodhydaughter of King Padmasen
ard Indumati.

APPOINTMENTS / RESIGNATIONS

Najla Bouden Romdhane
1 She has been appointed asfile& -ever femalePrime Minister of Tunisia.
1 The 63yearold has also become tfiest female prime minister in the whole Arab world.
Anita Anand : Indo-Canadiah ady became just the second womational defenceb e a
Amish Mehta : Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer (MD & CE@)rating agencyrisil.
Abiy Ahmed : sworn inas PM of Ethiopidor asecondive-year termHe belongs to Prosperity party.
Amit Khare : advisor to Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
A K Goel : managing director and chief executive (MD & CEO)JUE0O Bankhas been elected astheh ai r man o f
Association (IBA)for 202122.
Shaktikanta Das : The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (AQ@)s approved the reappointmeniShiaktikanta Daas
the Governor of the Reserve Bank of India ( RBI) for a further period of three years with effe€tidommber 10, 2021.
K V Subramanian : resigned as Chief Economic Adviser
1 The Chief Economic Adviser (CEAV Subramaniarhas decided to return to academia after the completion of
threeyear term in thé&inance Ministry of India.

EAC-PM

1 Recently, the government has reconstituted&t@nomic Advisory Council to the Prime Minisi@&AC-PM) under the
leadership oDr. Bibek Debroy for a period otwo yearsafter its tem came to an end in September 2021.

1 EAC-PM is anon-constitutional, non-statutory, independent bodyconstituted togive advice on economic and
related issues to the Government of India, specifically to the Prime MinistefrThe council serves toighlight key
economic issue® the government of India from a neutral viewpoint. It advises the Prime Minister on economic i
like inflation, microfinance andindustrial output

1 For administrative, logistic, planning and budgeting purposed\ifhiieAayog senes as thé&odal Agency for the EAC
PM.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Astro Robot : by Amazon
1 RecentlyAmazonhas unveiled it® A s thome @obot, which is designed to help customers with a range of tasks
home monitoring and keeping in touch with family.
1 Astro is primed to be home security device It isdesigned to move around the hoaral keep a check on pets, an

d
detect something unusual in the absence of the owner. It comesfivpphear i sameraptieabpops up from its head and

can be used to keep aye on the home. It is basically a combination of&btleo Show (smart speakeandsophisticated
Ring security cameriategrated into one single device. The device captures live videos, recognises faces, plays ni
videos, and delivers a beer acrtiss home. It canecognise the faces of people and analyse tn@hit figures out if
itds a family member or an outsider.

71 Issues Related to PrivacyCivil society is worried that themount of dat&mazon gets to fetch with the Astro, giving
the compan easy access to the household.

i-Drone
1 Recently, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has launched a EBased vaccine delivery model nam&udpne
Response and Outreach in North East {Drone). Drone is a layman terminology falnmanned Aircraf{UA).

First'MaIaria Vaccine: Mosquirix

A Recently, thaVorld Health OrganisatioGVHO) endorsed the world's first Malaria Vaccinein the hope that it will
spur stalled efforts to curb the spread of the parasitic disease.

A RTS,S/AS01, trade name Mosquirixis an injectable vaccine targetiiy falciparum, the most prevalent malaria strair
in Africa. It is thefirst and only vaccine to show partial protection in young children.

A It wasdeveloped by British drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline in 1987

SemtiCryogenic Propellant Tank
A RecentlyHindustan Aeronautics Lt(HAL) delivered theheaviest semicryogenic propellant tank (SC120 LOX) to
theIndian Space Research Organization (ISRO).

A In 2020, HAL delivered thbiggest ever cryogenic Liquid Hydrogen tg(@32-LH2) to ISRO.

Missjon Lucy : to explore Trojan steroid of Jupitar

A National Aeronautics and Space AdministratibiAGA) is set to launchd L u dtsfitst, mission to explore thdupiter
Trojan Asteroids.
A Thesolar-powered missionis estimated to be ovéd2 yearslong
A The Trojan asteroids are believed to barmed from the same material that led to the formation of planets near,
billion years agavhen the solar system was formed.
White Dwarf

1 Recently, an international team sawvhite dwarf losing itbrightness in 30 minutesvhich usually takes a period of
several days to months.
What is a White dwarf ?
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1 White dwarfs arestars that have burned up all of the hydrotpmy once used as nuclear fuel. Such stars have very high

density.
1 Atypical white dwaf is half the size of our Sun and has a surface gravity 1,00,000 times that of Earth.

Samudrayaan Mission
Recently, theMinistry of Earth Sciences(MoES)has | aunched | ndi ads Samudrayaah ma
Chennai.

A With this Unique Ocean Migsn, India joinedhe elite club of nationssuch aghe US, Russia, France, Japan, and
China to have niche technology and vehicles to carry out subsea activities.

A |t i sfirstunidue sn@dneed ocean missi@at aims to send men into the deep seasnbmersible vehicle fateep
ocean exploratioandmining of rare minerals

A It will send three persons in a manned submersible veliBlESYA 6000 to a depth of 6000 metres into the sea f
deep underwater studies.

A Submarinego only about 200 metres.

A Itis a part of the Rs 60aoresDeep Ocean Mission

A Deep Ocean Mission it wasapproved inJune 2021by the(MoES). It aimsto explore the deep ocean for resources,
develop deeea technologies for sustainable use of ocean resources, and suppare theonomy Initiativeof the
Indian Government.

A MATSYA 6000: It is an indigenously developed manned submersible vehicldt will facilitate theMoESin

conductingdeep ocean exploration of resoursash as gas hydratgmlymetallic manganese nodules, hydnermal
sulfides, and cobalt crusts which are located at an approxdepth between 1000 and 5500 metres.

A Polymetallic nodules also callednanganese nodulesare mineral concretions on the sea bottom formed of concer
layers of iron and manganesedhgxides around a core.
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6Xihed /| Chinese HU Solar Explorer (CHASE)
1 China has successfully launched iist solar exploration satellite into spacefrom theTaiyuan Satellite Launch
Centerin northern Shanxi Province aboartl@eng March2D rocket.
T Thesatellite Xabe@amMmEdhasi ® the goddess of the sun
mythology), also known asth€hi nese HU Sol ar .Thegateliderhasrbeeq el by Ghina
Aerospace Science and Technology Coagion (CASC).

DEFENCE

Exercise AJEYA WARRIOR-2021
A Recently, thésth Edition of India - UK Joint Company Level Military Training Exercise AJEYA WARRI®@&s
commencedn Uttarakhand.
A The exercise is conductedternatively in the United Kingdom and India.

Exercise Yudh Abhyas
1 Recently, the7thindo-US Joint Military Exercise "Ex Yudh Abhyas 202das held at Joint Base Elmendorf
Richardson in Alaska (US).
1 In February 2021, thprevious versiomf the exercise was held Bikaner's Mahajan Field Firing Rges(Rajasthan).
1 About Yudh Abhayasis thelargest running joint military training and defence cooperatiotheavor between India and
the US(started in 2004 under the US Army Pacific Partnership Progime exercise ibosted alternately between both
countries
Other Exercises between India and the US:
1 Exercise Tiger TriumplHumanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief exercise)
1 Exercise VajraPrahdrSpeci al Forcesd Exercise)
1 Cope India(Air Force).
1 Malabar Exercis¢Quadrilateral naval exercise afdia, USA, Japan and Australia).
f RedFlag US6 mul til ateral air exercise).

Exercise MITRA SHAKTI -21 (held in Srilanka)
1 The8th Edition of joint military exercisebetween the Indian Army and the Sri Lankan Armyercise MITRA
SHAKTI was conducted iri Lanka.
1 Note: The7theditionof the Mitra Shakti exercise was heldRnne, Maharashtra in 2019.
9 Itis based orounter insurgency and counter terrorism operaiioisemi urban terrain. It is tHargest bilateral exercise
being undertaken by the Sri Lean Army.
1 Other Exercises with Sri LankBaval exercise $LINEX).

Exercise Cambrian Patrol
1 Recently, theGorkha Rifles (Frontier Force) of théindian Armyhas been awarded @old medal in the Cambrian
Patrol Exercisewhich washeld in Wales (the UK).
1 Cambrian Patrol ian annual international military patrolling exercisen d i s r e f eOlympcd of Mititarya s
P at r oamomgmditéries in the world.
1 Joint Exercises between India and UK:
I Navy:Konkan
1  Air Force:Indradhanush
1 Military: AjeyaWarrior

Konkan Shakti 2021
1 RecentlyIndia and the UK started Konkan Shakti 202thefirst-ever tri-services joint exercise It started off

the west coast of India.

6 A US| N Dfeudtdeditionof thelndia-Australia biennial maritime series.

JIMEX -21 : Thefifth edition of Indiai Japan Maritime Bilateral Exercise JIMEXas held in thérabian Sedrom 06 to 08
October 2021.

DRDO successfully flighttested ABHYAS: HEAT
1 Recently, Thdefence Research and Development OrganiséfMrDO) successfullylight-testedAbhyas High-speed
Expendable Aerial Target (HEAT) from the Integrated Test Range Ghandipur, off the Bay of Bengal coast in
Odisha.
1 Designed and developed:byAeronautical Development EstablishmeADE), of DRDO.
1 Uses : It will be usedas a targetfor the evaluation of various missile systems. It offereaistic threat scenarifor
practice of weapon systems

w
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India-Us Defence Deal
1 Recently, theMinistry of Defencehas signed a deal with the US Government for procuremdviKo$4 Torpedo and
Expendable(Chaff and Flares)for the Indian Navy, unddforeign Military Sale (FMS).
T FMS is the U.S. G o vransferrimg deferise artiples,o sgrvieesn anfl draitings international
partners and international organizations.

1 Expendablesre something which can be consumed or used during flight and can not be recovered.
1 MK 54 Torpedo is acigar-shaped, seHpropelled underwater missile,launched from a submarine, surface vessel,
airplane and designed for exploding upon contéth the hulls of surface vessels and submarines.
OPV Sarthak

1 Recently, arDffshore Patrol Vess€¢DPV), Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGSarthakhas been commissioned and
dedicated to the nation at Goa by thdian Coast Guard

1 Itis4thin the seriesof five OPVs.And will significantly boost the maritime safety and security of the natther
OPVs areSajag, Vigraha Yard 45006 VAJRAVaraha.

1 OPVs arelong-range surface shipscapable of operation imaritime zones of Indjaincluding island territories with
helicopter operation capabilities.

91 Their rolesinclude coastal and offshore patrolljngolicing maritime zones of India, control and suregitie, anti
smuggling and anypiracy operations with limited wartime roles.

1 Development It has been designed & built indigenously by I&sa Shipyard Limited (GSL)in line with the
governmentd®lakei s nihasabduB0®o indigenouscontent, thus providing the necessary fillip to the
I ndian shipbuilding indust Aymamdrédagi B8harkae¢édp towa

1 It will be deployed extensively fdExclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)surveillance Coastal Securitgnd other duties as
enshrined in th€oast Guaraharter of duties, to safeguard the maritime interests of the Nation.

RANKING AND REPORTS

No Teacher, No Cl asso
A On the Occasion of th&Wo r | d T e a ¢ h ©ctabd), thBlnited Kafidns Educational, Scientific atlltural
Organization (UNESCOpunchedit 021 St ate of the Education Report
Henley Passport Index 2021
A India has beeranked90" in the most powerful passportrepérHe nl ey Passport | ndex 24
A TheHenleyPassport Indeis theo r i gi nal ranki ng o faccading to thé mumberoof destidason
their holders can access without a prior visa.
A JapanandSingaporestood at theopof t his yearo6s |ist, wi t helviskfeeé to 192 3

countries while South Korea and Germany share the second position. For the third consecutive year, Japan hag
~ the top position.
A Meanwhile,Afghanistan, Irag, Syria, Pakistan, and Yerea among th&east powerful.

State of Climate Services Report 2021: WMO
A Recently, thaNorld Meteorological Organization (WMQgleased th&tate of Climate Services report 20&Ifocuses
on Terrestrial Water Storage.

Global Multidimensional Poverty Index 2021
A Released ¥ : theUnited Nations Development Programme (UNDPind theOxford Poverty & Human
Development Initiative (OPHI).
A The Index considers data frab09 countriesand 5.9 billion people.
A 1.3 billion people arenultidimensionally poor.
Indian Scenatrio :
A In Indiafive out of six multidimensionally poor people are from lower tribes or castes.
0 9.4%of theScheduled Tribgroup lives in multidimensional poverty
0 33.3%of theScheduled Castgroup lives in multidimensional poverty.
0 27.2%of theOther Backward @ssgroup lives in multidimensional poverty.
A InIndia close to 12% of the population livefemaleheaded households.
What is Multidimensional Poverty Index
A The Multidimensional Poverty Index wisinched by theUNDP and the OPHI in 2010
A MPI is based oithe idea thapoverty is not unidimensional(not just depends on income and émgividual may lack
several basic needs like education, health etc.), rather it is multidimensional.
A MPI useshree dimensionsand ten indicatorswhich are:
o Education: Years d schooling and child enrollment (1/6 weightage each, total 2/6);
0 Health: Child mortality and nutrition (1/6 weightage each, total 2/6);
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o Standard of living: Electricity, flooring, drinking water, sanitation, cooking fuel and assets (1/18 weight
each, teal 2/6).

Global Climate Risk Index 2021

1 Theinternational environmental think tadkG e r ma n veledsed th&lobal Climate Risk Index 2021.

1 This is thel6th Edition of the Index. It is publishednnually.

1 About the Index : The Indexanalyses the extetd whichcountriesandregionshave been affected by timapacts of
weathefrelated loss even{storms, floods, heat waves etc.). The impact is calculated in terfiaslitiesandeconomic
losses both. The most recent data availalole 2019and from2000 to 201%vere taken into account. Th2021
Index does not include data from United States of America
About 2021 Findings:

Mozambique (I%), Zimbabwe (2'%) as well as th®ahamas(3“)were themost affected countries 2019

For theperiod from2000to 2019 Puerto Rico, Myanmar and Haiti rankhighest

I ndi a6s: Iilia hadmproved its rankingfdom last year. It isanked 7thin the 2021Index as compared
to 5th in 2020 Index India washit by a total of 8 tropical cyclone®©f which,CycloneFani(May, 2019) caused the
maximum damage.
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Global Hunger Index 2021
1 India hasslipped tol01stposition in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) 202f 116 countries, from its2020 position of
94th
About the Global Hunger Index:
1 Annual Report: Jointly published by Concern Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe.
It was first produced in 2006. It is published every October. The 2021 edition marks tteelitiéthof the GHI.

1 Aim: To comprehensively measure and track hunger at the global, regional usitiy devels.
7 Calculation: It is calculated b the basis of four indicators:
o Undernourishment: Share of the population with insufficient caloric intake.
o Child Wasting: Share of childrerunder age five who have low weight for their height, reflecting acut
undernutrition.
0 Child Stunting: Share of childrerunder age five who have low height for their age, reflecting chroni
undernutrition.
o Child Mortality: The mortality rate of childreander the age of five
1 Scoring:
1 Based on the values of theur indicators, the GHI determines hunger ori@0-point scalewhere0 is the bestpossible
score (no hunger) ariDO is theworst.
T Each countryds GHI S c orlewtd extremdlyalarmingdf i ed by severity

Global Food Security Index 2021
1 Indiais ranked at71stposition 67.2 points) in theGlobal Food Security (GFS) Index 2081113 countries
1 Top Rankers Ireland, Austria, the UK, Finland, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Canada, Japan, France and the US
the top rank with the overall GFS sedn the range of 77.8 and 80 points on the index.
1 Note: The GFS Index was designed and construbtetiondonbased Economist Impaahd issponsored by Corteva
Agriscience. The 2021 GFSlI is ttenth edition of the index. It gublished every year.

Child Sexual Abuse
1 Recently, a report titled th8lobal Threat Assessment Report 2021released bWeProtect Global Alliancehas
revealed tha€ovid-19 had contributed to significant spike in child sexual exploitation and abus@nline.

Global Agricultur al Productivity Report (GAP_Report)
1 According to a new reporGlobal agricultural productivity isiot growing as fast as the demand for fogdamid
theimpact ofclimate change.

Climate Vulnerability Index
1 Recently, a report titlel Ma p p i n gClinate d/ulreer@tslityi A District-l e v e | A shmelearaleased by
the Council on Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW) (not-for-profit policy research institution). The report ha
also launched the firgif-its-kind Climate Vulnerability Index.
1 Theindex hasanalysed640 districts in India and found tha#63 of these are vulnerable to extreme floods, droughts
and cyclones.

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)released the Accidental Deaths & Suicides in India Report 2020.
A Thereport divides suicidesito nine categories.
A Suicides inndiarose 10% from 2019to an altime high 0f1,53,052 in the pandemic year of 2020.
A The share oflaily wage earnersamong those who died by suicitlas doubled between 2014 and 202@Jlowed by
6 h o u s e selfempleyéd,persons, farmers/cultivators and retired persons.
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State Energy Efficiency Index 2020 (SEEI)

Deaths caused by accidents came dovirom 2019and the number is the lowest since 2010.
Theworst among Statescontinues to béMaharashtra, with 4,006 suicides in the farm sectorincluding a15%
increase in farm worker suicides.
Among causes of suicid¢hat make up at least a percent of such deaths:
o Povertyandunemploymentegistered the biggest increase.
0 Drug abuser alcohol addiction, illness, and family problems come next.
Relatedinitiatives:
0 Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 It aims toprovidemental healthcare servicesor persons with mental iliness.
o0 KIRAN : TheMinistry of Social Justice and Empowerméats launched 24/7 toll-free helpline to provide
support to people facing anxjestress, depression, suicidal thoughts and other mental health concerns.
0 Manodarpan Initiative : It is an initiative of theMinistry of EducatiorunderAtmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. It
is aimed to provide psychosocial supporto students family members andteachersfor their mental health
and weltbeing during the times @ovid-19.

ll

DigiSakshant a joint initiative of Labour Ministry with Microsoft India to enhance the employability of youth

Karnataka has topped th8tate Energy Efficiency Index 2020 (SEHEgpring 70 points out of 100 on the back d
several initiativego improve energy efficiency in the staRajasthanis on second rank followed byHaryana on
third.

SCHEMES in News

il
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Senior Able Citizens for Re Employment in Dignity (SACRED) Portal

The minister for Labour an@Employment has launched a digital skills programme (DigiSaksham) to enhance the

employability of youth by imparting digital skills that are required in an increasingly technodtoggn era.

About the DigiSaksham programme

Nearlyone crore active job seekerwill be able to access training fage of cost training in digital skills including
basic skills as well as advanced computing.

Under the DigiSaksham initiative, there will be basicallyee types of trainingviz. Digital Skills i Sef paced
learning,VILT mode training (Virtual Instructorled) andILT mode training (Instructor led).

The job seekers can get training in areas like JavaScript, Data Visualisation, Advance Excel, HTML, Progra
languages, Introduction to coding, eftey can equip themselves with the skills required in a digital economy.

The Jobseekers can access the training thriblagional Career Service(NCS) Portal. It is an extension of the
Government 6s ongoing programs 4dubanareap.port t he youth
The programme is a joint initiative dficrosoft India and theMinistry of Labour & Employment .

DigiSaksham will be implemented in the field Aga Khan Rural Support Programme India (AKRSP-I).

The immediate focus of the DigiSaksham programme

The training will beprovided to more tha8 lakh youthsin the first year. The initiative givegpriority to the jobseekers
of semiurban areasbelonging to disadvantaged communities, includihgsewho have lost their jobdue to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Significance of DigiSaksham programme

The programme will helpibr i dging I ndiads digital divide and pl
recovery. Further, the programme will al so pr eaaimgeot dnly thbi
the needs of the domestic economy but also to tap overseas employment opportunities.

Note: TheNCS Projectis implemented by thilinistry of Labour and Employment

|l

=a =4

The Union government is all/l set to dev e BenmiprAlde Citizehs fop
Re Employment in Dignity ( SACRED) , wi || bring the empl oyment s
employment providersroone platform.

What is the need for the SACRED portal?

There has been a steady rise in the population of senior citizens in India. These older persons are facing a lot of
in the absence of adequate social security. Further, Indian society isitalsssing a decline of the joint family system
as a result of which a large number of parents are being neglected by their families exposing them to a lack of en
physical and financial support.

The portal will bedeveloped through NIC (Nationallnformatics Centre)
The portal will not be a guarantee for getting a job or employment or selling of the products of the SHGs, or for ar
activity.

How the SACRED portal will work?
A senior citizen can get himself registered on the portal witledigation, experience, skills and areas of interest. A
job provider, be it an individual, firm or organization, can also register on the portal, specifying the task involved g
number of senior citizens required.
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SwachhBharat Mission-Urban 2.0 and AMRUT 2.0
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CRISP-M Tool for MGNREG Scheme

Prime Minister launched Swachh Bharat Missidman 2.0 and Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urbg
Transformation 2.0. Both of them will be implemented byNteistry of Housing and Urban Affair@oHUA).

About the Swachh Bharat MissionUrban 2.0

The mission would be implemented over five yagarérom 2021 to 2026. The focus of SBM 2.0 will be on sustaining
the sanitation and solid waste management outcomes achieved and accelerate the momentum tiersetatedg
Urban India to the next | evel of 6Swachhatabd.
Theamof &6 Swachh Blrédraant 2Nid®dshée aties compldiely free of garbage

Key components of SBM 2.0

Ensuringcomplete access to sanitation facilittesserve additional popations migrating from rural to urban areas i
search of employment and better opportunities.

Completdiquid waste managemenin cities withless than 1 lakh populationto ensure that all wastewater is safel
contained, collected, transported and treated.

Under Sustainable Solid Waste Management, greater emphasis wilsbaroe segregation

Special focus will be put on theell-being of sanitation and informal waste workers

Material Recovery Facilitiesandwaste processing facilitiesill be set up, wtih a focus on phasing out singise
plastic.Construction & demolition waste processing facilitie be set up.

Mechanical sweepersleployed inNational Clean Air Programnwties and in cities with more than 5 lakh population.
Remediation of all leggcdumpsiteswill also be done under the mission.

About AMRUT 2.0

AMRUT2. 0 aims to make around 4,700 towns/citiesbo
address water needs, rejuvenate water bodies, better manage aquifers, reusevastateater, thereby promoting
circular economy of water.

The Objective of AMRUT 2.0 is to provide00% coverage of water supply to latluseholds in around 4,700 ULBs.

Key components of AMRUT 2.0

It will provide 100% coverage of sewerage and septage 500 AMRUT cities, by providing 2.64 crore sewer
connections/ septage connections, thereby benefitting around 10.6 crores people.

Rejuvenation of water bodies and urban aquifer management will be undertaken to augteémable freshwater
supply

Upsaling from 500 citiegovered under AMRUT with 1 lakh+ populatitm all 4,372 cities, covering 100% urbar
India.

It will promote acircular economy of watdhrough the formulation of the City Water Balance Plan for each ¢
focusing on recycle/reuse wkated sewage, rejuvenation of water bodies and water conservation.

Pey Jal Survekshanwill be conducted in cities to ascertain the equitable distribution of water, reuse of wastewats
mapping of water bodies.

Technology SukMission for watemwill leverage the latest global technologies in the field of water.

The AMRUT-2.0 Mission will promotéPublic-Private partnerships (PPP). It will alsgoromote the GIG econongnd

ontboarding of youth & women. Furthertarget based capacity building prograill be conducted for all stakeholders

including contractors, plumbers, plant operators, students, women and other stakeholders.

f
f

Saksham Centres: DAY-NRLM

Recently, theClimate Resilience Information System and Planning (CRVSRool for Mahatma GandhiNational Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNRE®@&}¥ launched.
CRISRM Tool: It will help embed climate informatian the Geographic Information System (GI8sed planning and
implementation of MGNREGS.

o0 Note: GIS is a computer system that analyzed displays geographically referenced information.
The implementation of CRISRF! will open up new possibilities for rural communitiesdeal with the issues ofimate
change.
This tool will beused inseven statesBihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Madi®madesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha an
Rajasthan.
MGNREG Scheme It is one of the largest work guarantee programmeke world.It was launched ond February
2006 (The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment GuaraAigenas passed on 23réugust 2005.
Objective : To guaranteel00 daysof employment in every financial yetr adult members of any rural househol
willing to do public workrelated unskilled manual worlkt leastonethird of beneficiaries have to be women. The mo
importantpart cMGNRE GA 6 s d tegallydpacked guaranteebr any rural adult to gatork within 15 days of
demandingitt f ail i ng which an Ounemployment allowanced n

|l

Recently, as part dizadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, a total of 152Centre for Financial Literacy & Service Delivery
(SAKSHAM Centres) across? 7 districts of 13 statesvere launched.
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The centres were launched unB®sendayal AntyodayaYojana - National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY -
NRLM) of theMinistry of Rural Development

SAKSHAM Centres: Centre for Financial Literacy & Service Delivery (CFL&SD) would act asha stop
solution/single window systefor basic financial needs &elfHelp Groups (SHGd)ouseholds in rural areas.

Obijective: To provide financial literacy & facilitate delivery of financial servigeavings, credit, insurance, pensions

etc.) to SHG members and rural poor.
Managed By, SHG network, largely at the level dfig Cluster Level Federations (CLFs), with the help of train
Community Resource Persons (CRPs).

SAKSHAM Application: A mobile & webb as ed applicat i onhascasdo!|beet defie®ped. S H

PM ABHIM (Prime Minister Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission)

1 Recently, the Prime Minister launched #wushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission. laiso known a®radhan
Mantri Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat Yoja(RMASBY).

About ABHIM:

1 Itis one of thdargest pafindia schemes for strengthenihgalthcare infrastructuigcross the country.

1 Itisin addition to theNational Health Mission.

1 Itwill providesupport to 17,788 rural Heal t h aamdkstallisH 111,024 arisan
Health and Wellness Centrasross theountry.

1 Through thisgritical care services will be available in all the districts of the country with more than five
populationthrough exclusive critical care hospital blocks, while rdmaining districts will be covered through referra
services

Objectives:

1 Toensure a robust public health infrastructure in both urban and rural @apable of responding to public healt
emergencies or disease outbreaks.

1 Toestablish an I9enabled disease surveillance systbrough a network of surveillandaboratories at block, district,
regional and national levels.

1 All the public health labs will be connected through liftegrated Health Information Portathich will be expanded to

all states and UTs.

Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship: Phase |l

il
f
f

Recently, the government has launchedpin@sell of Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship und@ANKALP (Skill
Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion) programme.

SANKALP : SANKALP, aCentrally sponsored schemis aWorld Bankloan asisted program, launched by the
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship in January 2018.

Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship is atwo-year long fellowship programmeconceived to create opportunities

for young, dynamic individuals to contributegnhancing skill development at the grassroots.
0 MGNF Phasel (Pilot): Launched in2019 with [IM Bangalore as Academic Partner and 69 are Fello
currently deployed in 69 districts across 6 States.
0 MGNF Phasell (National Roll Out): Being launched in Octobe2021 with 661 MGNFs who will be
deployed across all districts of the country. 8 more 1IMs have been boarded taking the total to 9 [IMs.
It seeks to combine classroom sessions by academic partner IIMs with an intensive field immersion at the district
create credible plans and identify barriers in raising employment, economic output, and promote livelihoods i
areas.
The sharp focus on developing skills for local needs gives impetus ‘tectbed for local”,and also building an industry
relevant skill base will help the cause™ofAt mani r bhar Bhar at o.
Eligibility : Fellows have to b the 2130 years aggroup,havea graduation degréeom a recognized university and
be citizens of India. Proficiency in official language of the staféetdfwork will be mandatory.

Krishi UDAN 2.0

f
f

Recently, théJnion Minister of Civil Aviationhas releaselrishi Ude Desh Ka Aam Naagrik (UDAN) 2.0to
facilitate movement of agricultural produce by air.

It lays out thevision of improving value realizatiotrough bettemtegration and optimization of aghnarvesting and air
transportatiorand contributing to agwalue chain sustainability and resilience under different and dynamic condition
Earlier, ahead df/DAN Day (21stOctober), the Ministry of Civl Aviation flagged off 6 routesgxpanding the aerial
connectivity of NorthEast India, under theDAN Scheme.

1 Krishi UDAN was launched iugust 202Q oninternational and national routes assist farmers if
transporting agricultural products so that it improves their value realisation.

1 Krishi UDAN 2.0 will focus on tansporting perishable food productsfrom thehilly areas, northeastern
states and tribal areas.lt will be implemented ab3 airports across the countmainly focusing on northeas
and tribal regions and is likely to benefit farmers, freight forwarders and airlines. Opted airpo
only provide access to regional domestic markeis alsoconnect them to international gatays of the
country.
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1 E-KUSHAL : An online platform namede-KUSHAL (Krishi Udaan for Sustainable Holistic Agiogistics)would also
be developedto facilitate information disseminationto all stakeholders regarding the transportation of
agricultural produ ce.

SAMBHAV

1 Recently, theMinistry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSMHias launched agNational Level Awareness
Programme SAMBHAYV.

1 Itis a mass outreach programme underMim@stry of MSME in which studentdrom different colleges/ITIs fronall
parts of the country will bencouragedy 130 field offices of the Ministryto take up entrepreneurshipuring the
campaign theollege students will benade aware of the various schemdseing implemented by the Ministry of
MSME through Audio/Video film presentations

1 Objective: To promote engagement of the youth in promoting entrepreneutsbgst domestic manufacturing with a

view to push economic growth.

BIODIVERSITY, ENVIRONMENT, ECOLOGY and GEOGRAPHY

Hara Bhara campaign : launched byTelangana government

1 RecenttyHar a Bhar a, I ndi ads inTaasganasirg théSaedcoea®nk was taunchadnp a

91 Earlier, in August 2015%ndhra Pradesh government had launched the aerial sq@digigamme usingndian
Navy helicoptes.

Hara Bhara Campaign: The idea of the campaign is @agcelerate the missi@f reforestatiorby planting one billion trees

using drones bg030 in the countryThe projecuses drones tdisperse seed ballsver thin, barren, and empty forest land

to turn them into lush green abodes of tredsh e 0 s e e d ¢ o pdromadévelopdu ibyWldrut Drenes s an aerial

seeding solution farapid and scalable reforestation.

91 Aerial Seeding It is aplantation techniquesherein seed ball8 seeds covered wita mixture of clay, compost, char
and other components aresprayed using aerial devicéscluding planes, helicopters or drones.

53rd Tiger Reserve of India in Chattisgarh

Recently, theNational Tiger Conservation AuthorifNTCA) has designated theombined areas of th@uru Ghasidas
National ParkandTamor Pingla Wildlife Sanctuargs aTiger Reserve.

NTCA is a statutory body under theMinistry of Environment, Forests and Climate Charegtablished ir2005 for
strengthening tiger conservation.

This will be the 53rd Tiger Reserve in India.lt is located in thenorthern part of Chhattisgartbordering Madhya
Pradesh and Jharkhand. This will be filnarth Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh.

Note: Ramgarh Vishdhari Wildlife SanctuafiRajasthan)s the 52ndriger Reserve in India.

> > > P

Giloy or Guduchi (Tinospora cordifolia)
1 According to theMinistry of AYUSH, Giloy or Guduchi, a popularly knowrherb is safe to use.
1 People have longsed it to treat a wide range of issuasjuding fever, infections, diarrhoead diabetes. The plant
is native to India but also found in China and tropical areas of Australia and Africa.
1 Giloy has hepatgrotective properties i,e. prevent damage to the liver.

UNHRC : Right to Clean Environment

A Recently, theJnited Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) unanimously voted for recognisimgclean, healthy
and sustainable environment as a Universal Human Right.

A If recognised by all, the right will be thdfirst of its kind in more than 70 years since thaiversal Declaration of
HumanRights(UDHR) was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1948.

United Nations Human Rights Council

A It isan inter-governmental body within theUnited Nations systemresponsible for strengthening the promotion ar
protection ofhuman rights around the world.

A The Council was created by thimited Nations General Assembly (UNGAJn 2006.1t is headquartered iBeneva,
Switzerland. It is made up of 47 United Nations Member States which elmeted by the UNGA.
India was elected in January 201%or a period of thee years.

Lukh'a River in Meghalaya: Detoxified

A Recently, the Meghalaya Government has claimed tbataxing pilot project has brought theukha river back from
the dead.

A The Lukha River was considered toxic beyond redemption a decade ago owomgjamination due to acid mine

_ drainage and run-off from the coal mines.

A Phytoremediation methodwas used to detoxify the river, whekégae was used to remove major toxic contents fro
the water.

A Lukha River: The Lukha is located in the southern parteadt Jaintia Hills of Meghalaya where most of

Me g h a |rat-hode @zl minesare located.
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Kunming Declaration : China
T The AKunming Decl aroeet l0®auntriesimtise orgdirg pittualdth rbegting of the Conference
of the Parties (COP) to thénited Nations Convention on Biological DiversifyNCBD) in China.

1 Thethemeofthe COP1 5 EHcsolfiogi c al Civilization: Buil ding a Shjar e
1 COP15 is being held to review the @mrement and delivery of tteB D6 s Str at egi c Pl 2020 for
(which wassigned in Aichi, Japan, in 2010, where governments agre@f) ¢argets to try to slow biodiversity loss
and protect habitats by 2020).
Allium negianum
1 A team of resazhers has discovered a new species of the g&liumna med AAl Il i ufram neg

the Uttarakhand Himalayan regi@f India.

1 Allium is one of the largest generaAmaryllidaceae, a family of herbaceous, mainly perennial and bulbous flowering
plants The genus has about 1,100 species distributed worldwide, including onion, garlic, scallion, shallot and chives.

1 This plantin India is restricted to the region of tidéestern Himalayasit grows inMalari region of Niti valley in
Chamoli district and Dharma valley of Pithoragarh district, Uttarakhand.

A Micro Snail Species discovered in Meghalaya
1 Recently, a micro snail species nant&ebrissa mawsmaienstgas been discovered ilawsmai Cave in Meghalaya

Indian Railways Net Zero Emitter target

1 RecentlyIndian RailwayqIR) has announced thatitlisi kel vy t o bedonmeér wér k d obp 2080 E sni

IR is taking a multipronged approach to go green and decarberisan increasing its sourcing &enewable Energy
(RE)to electrifying itstractionnetworkand reducing its energy consumption.

Initiatives taken by Indian Railways:

1 Increased the Amount of Freight Indian Railways to increase the amount of freight moved by it from about 359
2015 to 45% by 2030 to reduce oakemissions from transportation.

1 Complete Electrification: Complete electrification of Indian Railways is targeted by financial year 2024. It will be

o in

the

worl dés | argest 100% electrified rail transportatipn

1 Use of Solar PowerPlans to istall20 GigaWatts (GW) o$olarfor both traction loads and ndraction loads.
0 Built al.7-MW solar power plant in Bina, Madhya Pradesh in July 2020. It is thdirst solar energy plant in
the world to directly power railway overhead lines, from whiatolootives draw traction power.
A 2.5MW solar project in Diwana, Haryana.
Work on athird pilot with a capacity of 50 MW has begun inBhilai (Chhattisgarh).
A 16-kW solar power plant has been installed g$atform shelter at the Sahibabad Railway Station
The railways ministry hamstalledsolar panels at over 960 stationand is using solar power to meet railwa
station energy needs.
1 Participation of Private Sector. The ministry has included provisions for a Letter of Credit (LC) in the event of raily
payment default, as well as a penalty for late payment in the model bidding document for solar power developers
to encourage the private sector to participate in the project.

O o0 Oo0oo

Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary: near Hirakund dam, Odisha
1 Why in news Recently, the Odisha Government has decided to relocate around 420 families from f@anpedivity
villages inDebrigarh wildlife sanctuaryThe relocation is aimed at reducimgnranimal conflictand providing better
living conditions to the displad families.

Saudi announced Net Zero Target by 2060
A RecentlySaudi Arabi a, one of t haenounced thatittwsl elaacrhg efigreenimizéegas
emissiongy 206Q
A The announcement came #&rst-everBamdi Gréen Initiative (SGI)tFbrem.SGI aimg th oaived
the vegetation cover, reduce carbon emissions, combat pollution and land degradation, and preserve marine life.
A What is Net Zero : Net-zero,alsomeanscarbon neutrality, is a state inwhichaount ryés emi ssi o
by absorption and removal of greenhouse gasé&®m the atmosphere.
ndi aés Case:
A India is now thefourth -largest emitter after China, United States and the European Unionand as per P CC 0 s
Assessment Report, itilhbe among the most severely affected countries.
A India has committed to reducing the emission intertditys Gross Domestic Product (GDBY 33-35% by 2030and
having175 gigawatt renewable energy capacity by 203thder theParis Agreementf 2016.
Circular Carbon Economy :
A A circular carbon economy isfeamework for managing and reducing emissions. It is a closed loop systelving
4Rs: reduce, reuse, recycle, and remove
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Rajinikanth honoured with Dadasaheb Phalke Award

A Recently, scientists have discoveeedew species dfeetle named Trigonopterus corona on Iti@onesian island of
Sulawesi.

A It is not the only insect species to be named after the pandemla April 2021,a new species afaddisfly (a moth
like insect) was collected near a stream in Kosovo, and n&okanophylax coronavirus

AWARDS NEWS

Indian Organisation LIFE receives 2021 Right Livelihood Award

1 Actor Rajinikanthwas honoured with the prestigiob$st Dadasaheb PhalkeAwardat the67th National Film
Awardsceremonyfor his contribution as an actor, produesd screenwriter.

Al

1 The Delhibased environmental organisatiine g a | I nitiative for F or bas theema|n d
felicitated with the2021 Right Livelihood Awardan international haour, also known aSwe den 6 s  &lébele|r n :
Prize.

T LIFE has been selected for t brepowenngvulderabl®ecomniubites tdgoteaty s r
their livelihoodsand c¢cl aim their right to a clean environmeni . (

1 The Right Livelihood Avard comes with aash prize ofl million Swedish crowns ($115,0008nd longterm support to
highlight and expand Laureateso.

exel Navalny Wins European Unionés Sakharov Prize

2021 Global Leadership Award

1 TheEuropean Parliamenthas awardedthEur opean Uni on 6 s prizep $akhbraviRaze forrFregdont s
of Thought for 2021, to thienprisoned Russian opposition leadeAlexei Navalny.

1 TheUS India Business Council (USIB@as choseshiv NadaandMallika Srinivasaras the recipient of it2021
Global Leadership Award.

1 Shiv Nadar is the founder and chairman emeritus of HCL Technologies Limited. Mallika Srinivasan is the chair an
managing director, Tractors and Farm Equipment Limited (TAFE).

Nobgl Prize for Physiology/Medicine, 2021

Nobgl Prize in Physics, 2021

A Recently, two United Statesbased scientistsDavid JuliusandArdem Patapoutian, have been awarded
the2021Nobel Prize for Physiology/Medicirfer their discoveries of receptors for temperature and touch.

A They have focused their work on thield of somatosensationthat is the ability of specialised organs such as eyes, ears
and skin to see, hear and feel

A Note: David Julius discoverefiRPV1, aheatsensing receptor however Ardem Patapoutian discovered
two mechanosensitivien channel&nown as théiezochannels

A Significance of Discoveries:The findings have allowed us tmderstand how heat, cold and mechanical force g¢an

initiate the nerve impulseabat allow us to perceive and adapt to the world around us. This kneniedgingused to
develop treatments for a wide range of diseaselitions, including chronic pain.

Nobel Prize for Chemistry, 2021

A The 2021 Nobel Prize in Physics is awarded witk half jointly to Syukuro Manabe, Klaus Hasselmanrand
theother half to Giorgio Parisin f or gr oundbreaking contributions to [oul

A This is thefirst time climate scientists(Manabe and Hasselmann) have been awarded the Physics Nobel. Last year, the
award was given for theesearch intdlack holes.

A Manabe and Hasselmann Awarded for work ilp hy s i ¢ a | model |l ing of Earthodés c
reliably predictingglobal warming. They Demonstrated, howreases in the amount of carbon dioxidethe
atmospherevould increase global temperaturésying the foundations for current climate models.

A Parisi: Awarded foit he di scovery of andflectuationg ia physical gystenfifom dtomicaa (d e r
pl anetaryfibobl es a0 didep emhay $ ic @adhht madd & poasile to understand complex
systems in fields such as mathematics, biology, neuroscience and machine learning.

A The2021Nobel Prizen Chemistrywas awarded tBenjamin List and David MacMillan for the development
of asymmetric organocatalysis

Nobgl Prize for Literature, 2021

A This yeards Nobel Pr i zAbdulfapak Gutnahtoe r aHteu rbedifth 2dnoaa wirdglere doevith |t o
the Nobel Prize for Literature.

A Heistheadtor of 10 novels and sever al Desditiomt aBaradigg (essh carntdl i
for the Booker prize). The Iimrigramtexperiencehandshowesile and lossclapel y
identities and culturesb .
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A Last year,the award was giveto Louise Gliick "for her unmistakable poetic voice that with austere beauty makes
individual existence universal."

Nobel Peace Prize2021
1 Recently, the2021 Nobel Peace Prizeas awarded turnalists Maria Ressa ofthe Philippines andDmitry Muratov
of Russiafor their efforts to safeguard freedom of expression, which is a precondition for democracy and lasting peace.
In 2020, the award was given to #&rld Food Programme (WFP)United NationdUN) agency.
Maria Ressa: She is an investigative journalist, 2012 she cdounded Rappler, a digital media platform for
investigative journalismyhich she continues to head. Rappler foasised critical attentioan President Rodrigo
Duterte's regime'sontroversial, murders antidrug campaign. She has amathoredSeeds of Terror An Eyewitness
Account of AFQaedads Ne we s-tom Bie hatlem rto, Facabwak 10 Days of Abduction, 10 Years of
Terrorism.
1 Dmitry Muratov_: Muratov has for decadekefended freedom of spele in Russia under increasingly challenging
conditions". He along with around 50 colleagustarted Novaya Gazeta (Newspaper) in 1883pne of its founders. He
has served as t-imehiehsmoedPaAper 6s editor

il
il

The 2021 Nobel Prize in Economisor Economic Sciences

A It has been awarded in one haliGanadiarborn David Card and theother half jointly to IsraeliAmericanJoshua D
Angrist and DutchAmericanGuido W Imbens.

A David Card has been awarded for dispirical contributions to laboueconomicsJoshua D Angrist and Guido W
Imbens wontheawar@f or t heir met hodol ogi cal contributions t|lo

How Nobel Prize in Economics is different from others

A Unlike the other Nobel prizes, tkec o n o mi ¢ s a establisthedintheswill ®ftAlfred Nobel but by theSwedish
central bank in his memory in 1968.

The Earthshot Prize 2021

1 Vidyut Mohan, a Delhibased entrepreneur, won ftihaugural edition of Th&arthshot PrizeHe won it for his

innovativetechnology thatecyclesagricultural waste to create fuel

1 About Prize : Dubbed asth8E c 0 O s theaBFarshshpt Prize is an award set ugPbmce William and the Royal
Foundation, the charity founded by the Duke and Duchess of Cambratgk historan David Attenborougto honour
five finalists between 2021 and 200 developing solutions to fight the climate crisis.
Established in 20202021 was the first year when awards were handed out to finalists for their contributions towargs
The award willhonourfive finalistsbetween 2021 and 2030r developing solutions to fight tr@imate crisis.
They will receive a prize afne million Euros. The winners will be chosen by tBarthshot Prize Council.
Each year five winners will be selectaxhe foreach of thd=ive United Nations Sustainable Development Goals(SDGS)

1 Restoration and protection of nature, Air cleanliness, Ocean revival, \Westéving, Climate action.

=A =4 =4 =4

Sustainable Transport System Award: Kerala
1 Recently, Kerala haswontheawérd r ctiheg d&i th the most Sustainabl e Tyf an
1 It will be presented by thelinistry for Housing and Urban AffairsThe award is giveim recognition of the transport

facilities in various states and Union Territor@ddndia.

1 The award has beegiven in recognition of the projects implement&d like Kochi Metro, Water Metro (Water
Connectivity with the same experience as medra) E-mobility 6 to enhance the transport facilities in the city g
Kochi.

9 Sustainable Transport: It refers to anymeans of transportatidhat is 'greenand hasow impact on the environmenit
is also aboubalancing our current and future neeBgamples of sustainable transportatiociude walking, cycling,
transit, carpooling, car sharing, and green vehicles.

1 E- Mobility : Electromobility is theuse of electric cars, as well as-lekes or pedelecs, electric motorbikes,-buses
and etrucks.

=

22nd Lal Bahadur Shastri National Award
1 Conferred to eminenpulmonologist and Director of the All India Institute of Medi cal Sciences (AIIMS)Dr
Randeep Guleria

BOOKS and Auhors

1 AEconomi ét: Gaeandhten by Jaithirth Rao.

1 fVeer Savarkar: The Man Who Could Have Prevented Paiitianthored byJday Mahurkar and Chirayu Pandit.

T 6AI 1 MS Mein Ek :wraintgt e dhdye mRamés hwhile leekvasrbatting COVEDY iatsAHMSN k 6
in Delhi.

T AWriting fananthblggy df authéaskin Bond

T 6The Origin St o:rwjiterobyVehkatataglzadas SuBha Srinieasad

T 6Sir ABmad Khan: Re as o n,:wriRenlby Pgof Shafey Kidwa&i. Nat i on o
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OBITUARY / DEATHS

Dr Abdul Qadeer Khan of Pakistan
A He is hailed as the man wisinglehandedly ensured that Pakistan succeedeubking nuclear weapons
Heis revered in Pakistanastifeat hoédr &¢ he countryds fAatom bombd or Nycl
However, thavestern world criticised him as anuclear thief or "the greatest nuclear prolierator of all timeo .
In 1975 Khan, therworking in Holland in a uranium enrichment facility as a Gerriauatch translator, offered his
services to then PM Zulfikar Ali Bhuttavho wanted Pakistan to have its own nuclear progrartimerovided thdirst
bueprints for P g kettisgtit aom thespatlt te araniurh éntichredat1976 hejoined Pakistan Atomic
Ener gy Co munleas weiapoms @ffortle wasconvicted by a Dutch court for the thefflso, he hasmuggled
nuclear secrets to staténcluding North Korea, Iran and Liby&@ue to his contribution,by 1998 Pakistan had
conducted its first nuclear tests Pakistan honoured him with the titles Nishan-e-Imtiaz (Order of Excellence,
Paki stands hi gh e BdhsineeiPakisthn(BanefactooofiRakistap). a n d
Abolhassan Banisadr :

A lrands first pr e &979gamic Revdlutioewho ftedh Teehran afiembeing ympesached for challenging

the growing power of clerics as the nation became a theocracy.

> > >

Ghar)ashvamNavak :
A Veteran television actor, who was famous for his roldNa@su Kakain the TV seriedaarak Mehta Ka Ooltah
Chashmabh.

Shakti Sinha : former bureaucrat, and academician who was private secretary to late prime rAiMajpayee

Arvind Trivedi : Veteran television actgwho is famously known for his iconic role of demking Raavarin Ramanand
Sagards TV serial Ramayan.

Colin Powell: first Black US secretary of state.

Dr Madhavan Krishnan Nair : an eminent Oncologist and the founding director of the Regional Cancer Centre (RCC)

SPORTS

1 The Olympic bronze medalinning Indian hockey playsrRupinder Pal SinghS V Sunil and Birendra Lakizave
announcedheir retirement frominternational hockey
1 FC GoabeatMohammedan Sporting win their maidenDurand Cup footballtitle, 1-0, in the final, held
atVivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan, Kolkata.
T I'n a historic mom8&nmiti Mandhanavizecamentielirst lodian woknanttq score a Test bindred
on Australian soil.
1 At the2021 World Wrestling Championshigedian wrestleAnshu Malik created history as she became the first
Indian women finalist at th&/orld Championshipand also the first female player from India to claisileer medal.
T FI'FA uhbbmdscdit of [|In7d iVdobnse n260s2 2Wolk | d Cu p .
o | bohanAsiatic lionessrepresenting women power.
T Ilrelandés woAmen Haurbdommkespouagest(d@ged 16)batter to hit ODI hundred. (previously the
record was shkithdliRa)by | ndi ab
1 15yearold Divya Deshmukhbecamd ndi ad s 21st Wo ma ichesgaftea nadhieviMya bet €md
International Master (IM) at Grand Master (GM)Badapest, Hungary.
1 India beatNepal, 3-0, to win the2021 SAFF Championship final titleheld on October 16, 2021, at tNational
Football Stadium in Male, Maldive. hi s i s t he eighth SAFF Championship
football teamTop Scorer in the championship Sunil Chhetri (Captaib)goals.
Former Indian batteRahul Dravid has been appointeda¥ eam | ndi a 6 sucteedmdtaviSloaatrt. h
Australian fast bowledames Pattinsorhas retired from international cricket
Ryan ten Doeschatethe 4tyearold Cricket allrounder fran the Netherlands, announcedetirement
from International Cricket.
1 China won Uber Cup and Indonesia won Thomas Cup
o Note : Uber (womenods) and Thomas ©Gadmintoh Ehampiosship |a r
played by the women and men6s national teams off t
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IPL 2021 won by Chennai Super Kings
1 Chennai Super Kings (CSKps defeatelolkata Knight Riders (KKR)n the finals to win th021 Indian Premre
League (IPL) title.
1 This was theldth edition of IPL which is an Indisbased Cricket league in 2D format. This was the 4th win
of Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in IPhaving previously won the tournamentZ@10, 2011, and 2018.
Here are some importantpoints from exam point of view:
1 M.S. Dhoniis the captain of CSK the winning team.




m www.ranaacademyshimla.com contact no. 7018596250, 9805332278
Heademnty
1 Eoin Morganis the captain of the Runner up team i.e Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR). He is from England.
1 The first half of IPL was played in India, while the second half wagqa in UAE. The finals were held Rtbai
International Stadium.
1 Player of the Tournamentlarshal Patel (RCB)
1 Highest Run Scorer (Orange CaButuraj Gaikwad (CSK) (635 runs)
1 Highest Wicket Taker (Purple Capjarshal Patel (RCB) (32 wickets)
1 Mumbai Indans team has won the IPL title highest number of times, i.e 5 times.
1 Ahmedabad and Lucknoware the two new teams that will be part of th@ian Premier League
(IPL) from 2022.Hence taking the total number of teams in the competition to ten.
1 RP-Sanjiv Goenka Group (RPSG)is the owner of the Lucknow team while CVC Capital Partners is the o
of theAhmedabad team.
IMPORTANT DAYS
1stOctober : International Day of Older Persons 1 Note: E-Waste is short foElectronicWasteand the

1 Theme 2021Digital Equity for All Ages term is used to describe old, eofilife or discarded
( otherdays observed o@ctober 1 : International electronic appliances. It includes their components,
Coffee Day, World vegetarian day) consumables, parts and spares.

2nd October, 2021: 152ndbirth anniversary of Mahatma 15 October : International Day of Rural Women.
Gandhi. A Theme:fi Rur al ultieating gooddood for

A Thelnternational Day of Non-Violenceis observed all o.
on 2ndOctober October 16th: World Food Day

A Note : India also pays tribute k@l Bahadur 9 It is celebrated every year to commemorate the date
Shastrion the same day every year because Shastri of the founding of th&Jnited NationgUN) Food and
was also born on 2nd October. Agriculture  Organisatioim 1945. (FAGis

October 5 : O60Ganga River Dol phi n aBpegalised agency of the UNat leads
A The Gangetic Dolphins are included under First international efforts talefeat hunger).
Schedule of Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 21stOctober : The anniversary of the formation of
1972. the Azad Hind Governmentis celebrateconthis dayevery
October 7: World Cotton Day. year.
October §" : Indian Air Force Day October 23: International Snow Leopard Day
October d" : World Post Day October 24 : United Nations Day

A Note: In India, theNational Postal Dayis f The year021marks the76th anniversarpf the
celebrated annually on10 October. United Nations and its founding Charter.

October 9" : World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) October 24 : World Polio Day (Theme : ADel| i\

A It is officially celebrated twice in a year since it Promise. 0
started inR2006.Firstly it is held on th&econd October 27 6l nfantry Dayo.

Saturday of May and again on the SecoSaturday October 29: International Internet Day

~ of October. f Charley Klinea student programmer gt

A themefor 2021 WMBD i$ Si ng, Flikea Soar theUniversity of California, Los Angeles
Bird!o (UCLA), transmitted  the  firsever  electronig

10th October : World Mental Health Day (Theme : me s s ag e O&dbé 29, 1960.
6Ment al health in an unequal (%R)bePsi'QQ)asrhtriva Ekta Diwas or National Unity Day
11th October : International Day of the Girl Child q is observed every year @ctober 31 since

A Theme:fADi gital generation. Our Qoﬁzﬂ& doRrherd&tePthe birth anniversary of the

14th October : International E -Waste Day Iron Man of India,Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.
STATEG6 S NEWS

1 Himachal Pradesh becomes 1st state to begin organised cultivation of dalchi@i.STheR 6 s I nstitute
Bioresource Technology (IHBTas introduced cinnamon cultivationbfimachal Pradesbn a pilot basis.

1 Andhra Pradesfovt launtied thed S w e cphobrand to ensure affordable access to health and menstrual hygiene i
adolescent girls and women. The state government will provide good quality branded sanitary napkins to female studer
government educational institutiofise of ost.

T | ndi a 6fssh niarket App Fishwaale launched in Assam.

1 The state government Maharashtrdas launched a special Covi@ vaccination drive named Bssion Kavach
Kundal,with the target of inoculating5 lakhpeople everyday.

1 Chief MinisterArvind Kejriwalhas | aunched o6Desh ke ment or 6Delp gavegnmanmme
schoolswill be provided guidance on career choices by citizens who are successful in their respective fields.

T Facing farmersdé pr ot evertayearonove thelaryanavgofemmmenaslbanmed thef participation |of
its employees in politics and elections.
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I ndi aAfabCortinsunity Innovation Center (ACI@)as inaugurated afivekananda Global University, Jaipur (VGU).
Varanasiof Uttar Pradeshwvill become thdirst city in Indiato useropeway services in public transportation. Over
Varanasi will be the third city in the world aftBplivia and Mexico Cityto use ropeway in public transportation.
Thegovernment of Madhya Pradesh (Mig)s annonced the implementation of the schemmé Mu k hy amant r
Dwar Y avhiehnvid start from November 2021.

Under this scheme, the ration will be provided at the doorstep of the villagers where therEairePnice Shops (FPS).

In Punjab,Chief Minister Charanjit Channiaunched a new scheme titédMe r a Gh ar \hieh aams M aenis
proprietary rights on the people Iiving in the hous
The land area which is a part of the village halwitatind is used for neagriculture purposes only is known as Lal Lakir.
Chhattisgartgovt virtually launched a new scheme nare8 h r i Dhanwantri G e n gorpiovde lgve
cost generic medicines and enable seamless healthcare sertieesuimerable people of the state.

The Uttar Pradesh governmelmas decided to rename tRaizabad Junctioto Ayodhya Cantt railways station.

I ndi ads 1st -GunedWikllifedOdlA testing emalysis laboratoipaugurated by Maharashtra GovtRegional
Forensic Science Laboratory (RFSL)Nagpur, Maharashtra.

Maharashtra became 1st state to pass its own Wildlife Action Plan32021

Goahas achieve®pen Defecation Free (ODBhdElectricity for every household.

Uttarakhandy e t s | n d ar@matiE gardanringhiainital district.

MISCELLANEOUS (in News)

South Korearecently launched itlrst indigenously developed rocketknownasi Kor ean Satel |l ite
fiNurio .
China successfully launched a new satellite nar8higian-21. The satellite will be used to test and verify space debris
mitigation technologies.
Francel aunched Military Cyracosed® cati ons Satellite A
South KoreainauguratedWor | d6s Lar gest Hydr og(ednS hH uneiln ctheelel CelPBoweedrr
Pl ant 6
The Tamil-language drama filmKoozhangal (internationally translated as Pebbldss been selectedlasn d i a 6 s
entry for the 94th Academy Awards (Oscars 2022).

1 The film has been directed by flmmakéinothraj PSand prodeed byVignesh Shivan and Nayanthaiidne 94th

Academy Awards are scheduled to take place in Los Angeles, on March 27, 2022.

Recently, theMinistry of Jal Shakti has launched aHeli-Borne Survey Technologyfor watermanagemenh the arid
areas oRajasthan.
Drought fueled bylimate changéas droppedlake Tahoe in the USbelow its natural level of watemdhalted flows into
the Truckee River.
GermanylaunchesNo r | d 6 s -PrvingsTtain Se | f
India completed100 crore dose®f COVID-19 vaccine®n 21st Octoberin about 9 months since the drive began.
The iconic Indian comic book cartoon charac@macha Chaudhary,whose brain works faster than a computer, has be
declaredas theofficial mascotfor the centrally-sponsoredNamamiGangeProgramme
Directorproducerdmtiaz Ali has been roped in as tambassador of theRussian Film Festival in India
I ndiabds first oO0teatfthbbed Ban Grepdoibaffalaek, fioBnd primarily@u g a a a
Kutch region
Thefamed white onion of Alibag inMa h a r a Rdigaddiatiicewas given th&eographical Indication (Gl)
tag bringing worldwide recognition to its unique sweet tastetaaos factor, as well as its medicinal properties.
The uniqueclove spice grown in the hills oKanyakumari districtin Tamil Naduhas been awarded a geographical
indication Gl) as6 Kanyakumari <c¢cl ovebd.
Hyderabad Cricket AssociationunveiledWor | ddés bi ggest <cricket bat.

1 The bat measurds6.10 feetweighs9-tonnesand is made of poplar wood. This wasconvey best wishes to the

Indian cricket team and bring back the20 World Cup in Dubai.
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